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JANUARY MISSION OF THE MONTH 

Celebrating, Serving, Loving & GrowingCelebrating, Serving, Loving & Growing  with Godwith God    and Each Otherand Each Other  
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Travelling From 2023 To 2024? 

1 Kings 17:8 – 24 

Luke 7:11 - 17           

According to Webster’s dictionary, a pilgrimage is most often a trip to a shrine or a sacred 
place. Pilgrim’s travel to a destination believing that they will have an experience of God’s 
presence there. We can describe a mission trip as a pilgrimage, where we’re traveling to a 
holy place, a site where we will encounter God. we serve others, we enter into the mystery 
of God’s abundance both through what we give and through what we receive. 

Elijah and Jesus recognized the widows’ difficulty and moved by a sense of compassion, 
healed the sons.  But healing wasn’t the only gift they offered.  With their sons’ lives, the 
widows received an even greater gift: hope for the future.  For the widow of Zarephath 
hope was accompanied by a newly recognized faith in Elijah’s God.  In Luke’s story those 
who witnessed the miracle of healing were able to see Jesus in a new way. 

When we turn to those who are in need, and become like pilgrims: walking with them, lis-
tening to their stories, learning from them, we’re not only better able to meet their needs, 
but we also receive insight and understanding.  This can transform our lives. 

If we consider all of life to be a pilgrimage, maybe we, like those faithful humans, can be 
open to holy encounters in everyday life.   

Look around you right now.  How well do you know the needs of those sitting nearby?  
Have you heard his/her story?  Do you know what he/she been longing for? 

Gordon Cosby once said, “Always remember that each person you see...sits next to his or 
her own pool of tears.”  Each and every one of us has a story to tell.  The stories are many, 
and varied, revealing both our individual human pain and our hope. Enjoy your trip in life 
because you are not traveling alone. We are on the road together surrounded by God’s 
hand, are you able to see!! 

Peace, Shalom, Salam in Christ, 

Pastor. Medhat Yoakiem 



November minutes 





Donna Beeney Family 

Linda Brooks 

Ruth Wittek 

Sue Sergeant Family 

Joy Ruth Winter Family 

January 7 
Dave and Barb Willemssen 

January 14 
Ruth Wittek 

January 21 
Loren and Mary Wolfe 

January 28 
Pat Zwart 

January 7 
Gary Hughes 

January 12 
Linda Brooks 

January 13 
James Schanus 
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January 14 
Butch Jenny 

January 24 
Dawn Durbin 

January 25 
Rose Schmitz 

January 1 
Sheila Obeng 

Pauline Akufongwe 



Happy New Year!!  It's hard to believe that 2023 has come to an end.    Welcome 2024!    

The Deacons ended the year with lots of activity.  After the Thanksgiving Potluck in Novem-
ber, we moved on to Christmas, and  filled the traditional  Christmas treat bags for the kids. 
They were handed out after the morning Christmas Eve service, after they put on their Christ-
mas program.  

We continue to call, visit, and send cards. Be sure to let one of us know if you would like a 
visit. 

"Give a ride" :  If you are in need of a ride, you can contact Jim Perry at 612-220-7977, and he 
will make sure someone will pick you up. 

Please contact a Deacon if you would like a visit, or have any needs. 

In Christ's love, 

Shirley Ackerman 952-334-3202 Verneil Ewert 952-237-2201 
Linda Brooks 952-240-9502 Lyle Crider 952-496-0822 
Marinda Gay  952-445-1031 Jim Perry 612-220-7977 
Rose Schmitz 612-670-6309 Harriet Volding 218-209-1982 
Mary Wolfe 952-393-3973 



    Come, Let Us Worship the 
Our children pre-
sented 'Come Let 
Us Worship The 
King' on Christmas 
Eve morning. Betty 
Curious interviewed 
each of them and 
they shared the 
Bethlehem story 
through the eyes of 
Mary, Joseph, the 
angels, a shepherd, 
and a wiseman. 
They closed the 
program with a 
wonderful song 
called ‘Come Let Us 
Worship The King’.  








