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Christmas Reflection 2023 
There is Room for Everyone 

Luke 3: 7-18 

This Christmas season I pray for you to open yourself to God’s mercy and respond to his love by cre-
ating room for others, including those who are struggling to find joy in this happy season. I encourage 
you to think more broadly about Christmas as a time when people can celebrate or grieve.  

John the Baptist may be an unconventional figure to reflect on during the Advent season, but his story 
resonates with me and my belief that there is indeed room for everyone in this season. The Baptist 
preached not just to tax collectors and soldiers, but also to everyday people who had been crushed by 
an unjust society and were desperate for a word of comfort, and had come to take shelter in God’s 
word and to be baptized. The Baptist was an exceptional preacher because he could challenge those 
who were comfortable in their invented sense of peace, as well as to comfort those who questioned 
whether God’s mercy included them.  

Just like the Baptist has taught us that everyone, regardless of status in society, has a role to play in 
God’s kingdom, we can make Christ present in our lives throughout the year and not only during the 
Advent season.   

We can hear the voice of the Baptist remind us to make our personal faith visible and effective. "Bear 
fruits worthy of repentance!" he implored. Take care of those in need. Share clothing. Share food. 
Share power. Share grief. 

Yes, share grief. Advent is supposed to be a peaceful time of quiet waiting for the light of Christ to 
take us away from our despair, but for many, the time is filled with grief. Those grieving – the loss of 
loved ones or the separation from their families or the atrocities against humanity both at home and 
abroad.  

Open your heart to those who are grieving. Stand with them in their difficult times so they do not feel 
so lonely in the darkness. Words alone cannot heal our suffering and grief, and human efforts alone 
could not gather the fragments of our broken souls, but there is one God who welcomes us and our 
grief during the Advent season. Even when life does not feel fair, or you find yourself thinking that 
because the Advent season is supposed to be joyful and you therefore have no place, you do have a 
place in God’s heart and there is indeed room for you, even in a time of grief.  

Thinking or caring for others is not a luxury, but rather a natural response to what we experience in 
our relationship with God. Merry Christmas to you and please be aware and gentle to those who are 
grieving during this time of the year. 

Peace, 
Rev. Medhat Yoakiem 







Donna Beeney Family 

Linda Brooks - Ruth Wittek 

Sue Sergeant Family 

Monday 
December 11 

Fellowship Hall 

December 3 
Mike & Sara Vanneste 

December 10 
Rene’ & Kathy Vanoni 

December 17 
Gary & Harriett Volding 

December 24 
Craig & Kelly Whitney 

Darin & Ryan 

December 31 
Jim & Marlis Whitney 

December 6 
Todd Boom 

December 9 
Alice Larsen 

December 11 
Harriett Volding 
Dave Willemssen 

December 17 
Carol Balvance 

PRAY FOR OUR FAMILIES 

December 18 
Genese Tafoka 

December 20 
Mike Vanneste 

December 24 
Carol Boom 

December 25 
Donna Beeney 



December - the Christmas season is upon us! 

As November ended with a time of Thanksgiving, we helped with the potluck. As always, there 
was great food and great fellowship. 

Now we are on to preparing Christmas treat bags for the children's Christmas program. They will 
singing at the Sunday morning service, on December 24th.   

"Give a ride" :  If you are in need of a ride, you can contact Jim Perry at 612-220-7977, and he will 
make sure someone will pick you up. 

As we remember the "Reason" for this season, we wish you all a Blessed Christmas and a Happy 
New Year! 

Please contact a Deacon if you would like a call or visit, or have any needs. 

In Christ's love, 

Shirley Ackerman 952-334-3202 Verneil Ewert 952-237-2201 
Linda Brooks 952-240-9502 Lyle Crider 952-496-0822 
Marinda Gay  952-445-1031 Jim Perry 612-220-7977 
Rose Schmitz 612-670-6309 Harriet Volding 218-209-1982 
Mary Wolfe 952-393-3973 









Thanksgiving Potluck 


