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Joel Makem will have some company in the second-ever sanctioned Minnesota State High School League girls state 
wrestling tournament. 

The senior on the Shakopee wresting team won the 126-pound title last year and qualified for state again Feb. 11 in the 
Section 5, 6, 7 and 8 tournament in Sartell, along with her teammate, ninth-grader Cassy Gonzales. 

Makem claimed the 132-pound championship, while Gonzales won the 126-pound division. Both went into sections ranked 
No. 1 in the state in those two weights. 

Gonzales will take a 10-0 record into state, which will be held March 3-4 at the Xcel Energy Center in St. Paul. The girls’ 
individual tourney will concurrently with the boys’ competition. 

Makem will go into state with a 9-3 mark. 

At sections, Gonzales went 3-0 en route to her title, winning 
by fall over Jovanna Volker of Nashwauk-Keewatin- 
Greenway in the final. Gonzales also won in the quarterfinals 
and semifinals by fall. 

Makem also won by pin in her title match over Faith Koning 
of Wadena-Deer Creek. Makem got a bye in the quarterfinals 
and won by fall in the semis. 

 

JJooeell  iiss  hheeaaddeedd  ttoo  tthhee  ssttaattee  ttoouurrnnaammeenntt!!  

Ninth-grader Cassy Gonzalez (left) and senior Joel Makem both qualified for 
the girls state tourney for Shakopee at 126 and 132 pounds, respectively, in 
the Section 5,6,7 and 8 tournament Feb. 11 in Sartell. 

I grew up in a neighborhood where most of the families attended the Roman Catholic Church. At this 
time of year, conversation in the schoolyard included the question “What are you giving up for Lent?” 
Common answers were “chewing gum,” “chocolate,” or “ice cream.” I had a friend who announced one 
year that she was giving up orange pop because she didn’t really like it anyway. I think she missed the 
point. 

As the token Protestant, I never understood what they were talking about. My church, typical of most 
Presbyterian churches at that time, did not acknowledge Lent in any way – at least not in a way that a 
child would notice. 

Over the years, many of us Protestants have learned the value of some of the traditions kept alive by 
our Roman Catholic brothers and sisters. Now I understand that Lent is a time for prayer and spiritual 
self-examination to prepare for the celebration of Easter. We use these days as a time to contemplate 
the suffering of Jesus, and to consider our role in that suffering. 

“Because of our sins he was wounded, beaten because of the evil we did.” Isaiah 53:5. Recalling 
Jesus’ death makes real for us the consequences of our sin, and should move us to repentance. Acts 
of self-sacrifice help us participate in Christ’s suffering, and acts of discipline strengthen us in the fight 
against temptation. So if we give something up for Lent, that self-imposed challenge can be a daily 
reminder of our need for Christ. Other disciplines can help us grow in faith -- fasting empties us, so 
that we might be filled by the Holy Spirit; prayer and reflection, which leads to repentance of our sins, 
clears away the things that get in the way between us and God. 

How will you prepare to celebrate our Lord’s resurrection at Easter? (Even though Lent has already 
begun, it is never too late to begin a Lenten discipline.) Perhaps you will commit to spending more 
time studying God’s Word. Perhaps you can give up some time, focusing on the needs of others in 
service to them and to God. Perhaps you need to make prayer a more regular part of your day. 
Perhaps there is something you should “give up,” as my schoolmates did, in order to free up more 
space in your life for God. 

Whatever you feel called to do, I pray that God will bless you during this Lenten season. 

Peace, 
Pastor Meg 
 



 

  



 

  



 

 

  



 

  

Mondays – March13 & March 27 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone for the 

prayers, calls and cards during my 

illness. May God richly bless you for 

your love and support!  

Marinda Gay 



February ended with a blizzard.........maybe March will be a little gentler to us! 

At the annual meeting, we voted in Verneil Ewert as a Deacon for a new term. She has been with us 
before, and we welcome her back for another term. We also have to say goodbye to Carol Balvance, and 
thank her for all her service as a Deacon for many years. Thankfully, she will continue to support us and 
help with projects. 
One of those projects will be a photo bulletin board, and will be posted in the fellowship hall. Watch for 
upcoming news and info......to get pictures of everyone, so we can continue to get to know each other by 
name. 
The Deacons have some money in a Campership fund. There would be a small amount to help with the 
cost of camp. If anyone is interested in sending your youth to Clearwater Forest, a Presbyterian church 
camp, please contact Mary Wolfe. 
We continue to call, visit, and send cards. Be sure to let one of us know if you would like a visit. 
We would like to open our nursery again. If you can help, as frequently or infrequently as you are able, 
please contact Rose Schmitz. 

If you are in need of a ride, you can contact Jim Perry at 612-220-7977, and he will make sure someone 
will pick you up. 
Please contact a Deacon if you would like a visit, or have any needs. 
In Christ’s love, 
 

   March 11 
 Duplex Makem 

 March 13 
 Veneta Anderson 
 Tom Glaser 
 Nina Makem 

 March 16 
 Randy Makem 
  

 March 19 
 Annette Nicholas 

 March 23 
 Margaret Chamberlin 
 Abbey Bosard 

 March 27 
 Shirley Ackerman 

 March 31 
 Evariste Tafoka 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Per capita is a set amount of 
money—sometimes referred to as 
“apportionment”, “by head” or “per 
member” that congregations pay to 
the larger Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) In other words; it is like a 
Presbyterian community fund, and it 
binds Presbyteries, Synods and 
Congregations together in one 
church. The per capita contribution 
per person for the year 2023 is 
$37.50. We understand in these 
trying times where money and 
budgets are tight, but maybe 
throughout the year you find a way 
and are able to contribute your 
share. We thank you for your 
generosity and we always remain 
your SFPC. 

                        Keep a look-out for a new and exciting summer concert series 

                     at First Presbyterian Church 

‘Music on Marschall’ 

May 22 ~ June 26 ~ July 24 ~ August 28 

Meal @ 5:00pm ~ Concert @ 6:00pm 
*Stay tuned for the announcement of the entertainment line-up* 

 

SAVE THE 
DATES! 

Steven Beeney – Linda Brooks 

Marinda Gay - Jan Oliverson Family 

Shirley Bjork Family 

Dick Olin 

There has been a change in the office administrator 
position. Diana Norman is back at the helm, but doing 
the work from her new home in Oklahoma! All emails 
addressed to SFPC office will go to her. We are thankful 
that Diana has agreed to fill this spot. 

Volunteers are coming into the office to check mail, 
phone calls, print bulletins, etc., but there are no regular 
office hours at this time. 

If you have a need for a pastoral emergency, please call 
Pastor Meg Newswager at 763-228-9716. 

Remember Pastor Meg is a bridge pastor so the 
Session is working with the Presbytery to find a half-time 
pastor. Pray for us as we receive resumes and conduct 
interviews. Pray for the future of this body of Christ 
followers. Pray for Pastor Meg and our future pastor. 

In Christ’s Love, 

The Session members of 
First Presbyterian Church of Shakopee 



  

If you would like to purchase and contribute a lily, 

please fill out the attached order form and return 

to Jan Oliverson or to the church office 

by April 2, 2023. 

The cost per lily will be $10.00. 

You can take your lily home after the Easter 

Worship Service on Sunday, April 9. 

Please see Jan Oliverson for any questions. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shakopee First Presbyterian Church 

EEaasstteerr  BBrreeaakkffaasstt  

            AApprriill  99,,  22002233  

                    99::0000  aamm  

We will enjoy coffee, juice, and sticky buns 

AApprriill  66  ––  66::3300  ppmm  

Don’t 

forget 

to spring 

forward! 

Easter is April 9 and the money for the 
baskets has to be sent in by March 31st. So 
the Easter Bunny will be appearing a few 
Sundays in March. 


