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OCTOBER MISSION OF THE MONTH 



The end of all things is near; therefore be serious and discipline yourselves for the sake of your pray-

ers. Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for love covers a multitude of sins. Be hospita-

ble to one another without complaining. Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one 

another with whatever gift each of you has received. 1 Peter 4: 7-10  

It always seems like the end is near, doesn’t it?  That is what the apostles thought.  Maybe they were 

wrong about “all things” ending, but things are always ending around us.  Some people might even 

think the end is near for this church.  Maybe they are right, or maybe they are wrong.  But even when 

the apostle thought the end was near, he still wrote “Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, 

serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received” After all, you might have more time 

than you think! 

It is October, and that means it is time for our annual stewardship campaign.  You will hear about how 

challenging the financial outlook is for the church, and yes, you will be asked to pledge financial sup-

port for the church.  However, you will hear enough of that over the next month.  So I would like you 

to know just how much people have given of their time and energy to support the ministry of the 

church over this past year. 

Someone always takes care of communion and sets up for coffee fellowship.  Someone always picks 

up the doughnuts for coffee fellowship and cleans up afterwards.  Others have put much effort into 

setting up and maintaining our community garden, and mowing the grass.  Earlier this year, many of 

you showed up on good days and bad to help distribute food on Thursday evenings.  And I don’t 

know if I am even aware of all of the work that went into making our Abundance Festival a success.  

Much work went into preparing food, setting-up, and cleaning up before and after. 

In addition to the above list is the work of the deacons - sending cards and flowers, making phone 

calls, giving rides, and visiting people.  Other members also send cards, make phone calls and visit 

people in their homes too.  There are also session members who share their time to manage the 

church, and people who share their musical and artistic talent.   

This church continues to make differences in people’s lives because of the time and talent you share.  

You may also have talents or gifts we have not thought to ask you to share because we either do not 

know about them, or simply have not dreamt of ways to use those talents and gifts to share the good 

news of God’s love.  This Fall, please give prayerful consideration to ways you might share your time 

and talent for the continuing mission of this church.  There are many ministry opportunities that lie 

ahead.  And if we don’t currently have a way to use the talent you have to offer, we can find a way! 

Peace be with you, 

Pastor Scott 



August Session Minutes 



August Session Minutes 



October 4 
John Lindmeyer 

Nathaniel Nicholas 

October 8 
Jesse Schanus 

October 14 
Roberta Crider 

October 15 
Barbara Runge 

October 19 
Ruby Hughes 

Traci Portwood 

October 21 
Jay Portwood 

October 24 
Amelia Portwood 

October 30 
Victorine Akufongwe 

October Birthdays 

 

*If you would like to be removed from the Prayers of the People list 
or know of someone who should be,  please let the office know. 

Prayers of the People 

October 2 
Wally Bishop 

October 9 
Shirley Bjork 

October 16 
Todd & Carol Boom 

October 23 
Abbey Bosard 

October 30 
Mike & Linda Brooks 

PRAY FOR OUR FAMILIES 



October is upon us. Fall colors and cooler temps are in the air. 
The Abundance Festival was on September 22nd. What a wonderful event! The music pro-
vided by Homeward Bound was great. The food cooked by Robert Crider and crew was deli-
cious! Thanks to all that helped out.  

The Deacon's quilt raffle was a huge success.  We were blessed with another quilt made and 
donated by Shirley Bjork! The winner was: 
Jeannie Paupst from Emerado, North Dakota. She is a friend and an old neighbor of 
Shirley"s.  Congratulations to her. We want to thank Shirley for the quilt, and bags, Phil 
Rudell for the beautiful baskets, and Marinda Gay for the frames. 
Also, a big thank you to Abbey Bosard (Shirley's daughter) for selling the most tickets!!!!   
Over all, we raised just over $1500.00!!! Thanks to all who participated. 

We would like to open our nursery again.  If you can help, as frequently or infrequently as 
you are able, please contact Rose Schmitz.  

"Give a ride”:  If you are in need of a ride, you can contact Jim Perry at 612-220-7977, and 
he will make sure someone will pick you up. 

Please contact a Deacon if you would like a visit or have any needs. 
In Christ's love, 

Shirley Ackerman 952-334-3202 Carol Balvance 952-240-4755 
Linda Brooks  952-240-9502 Lyle Crider 952-496-0822 

Marinda Gay          952-445-1031 Jim Perry 952-492-5952 
Rose Schmitz 612-670-6309 Harriet Volding 218-209-1982 
Mary Wolfe 952-393-3973 

On October 3, we will be 
welcoming Sandra Karstens 
as our new administrative 
assistant. 
She lives in Belle Plaine, and comes to 
us with years of experience--running 

her own business, working as a church administrative assistant, and working as an Administrative as-
sistant for a non-profit—and that is all after retiring from a career at the Cargill Corporation!  Sandra 
will introduce herself in greater detail in the next newsletter!  









Abundance Festival  
Thank you to 

these ladies who 

helped prepare 

salads for the 

Abundance 

Festival! 

Pictured from left 
to right:  
Abbey Bosard, 
Marinda Gay, 
Roberta Crider, 
Carol Balvance, 
Donna Beeney, 
Shirley Bjork 



Abundance Festival cont... 



& Elvis has left the building... 





I am writing this letter to bid you all my final farewell, and also to take this opportunity to 

thank you for your help, support, prayers, and the love you have extended to me over the last 

7+ years. It has truly been such a blessing to work with and get to know you. 

As most of you know by now, my husband, Robert is retiring and we are heading back to Okla-

homa to be near our children, grandchildren and family. However, this was not a decision we 

jumped into quickly or lightly and has been a very difficult and bittersweet decision for us 

both. We have grown to love Minnesota and certainly I have grown to dearly love the people 

of this church. Consequently, saying goodbye is never easy when you have developed such a 

love and concern for the people to whom you are saying good bye to.  I’ve said from day one, 

that this job was a ‘gift’ God gave me. With Jessie graduating from high school and heading off 

to college, God knew I was going to need you all.  The love and 

friendship has only multiplied over the years and I will take 

with me many treasured memories as I go. From the birth of 

my first granddaughter to the loss of dear friends and loved 

ones, we have been through it together and I thank God for 

each one of you and I will miss you all tremendously. 

I hope to keep in touch and will continue to keep you and the 

church, in my prayers as you move forward. 

In the words of Roy Rogers… until we meet again, 

 

"The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His face 

shine upon you, And be gracious to you; The Lord lift up 

His countenance upon you, And give you peace." —

Numbers 6:24–26 NKJV 


