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Abundance Festival - September 22 
Details inside 



“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.” 

 

Some of you may recognize that as Jesus’ opening line to the Sermon on the Mount.  After that 

line, Jesus goes on for three chapters of instruction.  Some might consider those teachings to 

be quite puzzling, some might consider them to be an impossible ideal, others might consider 

those teachings to be the new law given to us by Jesus to supplant the old law of Moses.  The 

biblical scholar A. J. Levine, calls it Jesus’s beginners guide to the Kingdom of Heaven.  

I remember, as a young person, looking at all those pages in my red letter Bible, thinking to 

myself “Look at all this tiny red print!  This be the most important part of the whole Bible, be-

cause Jesus talks so much here!” As much as biblical scholars try to discourage the notion of 

there being a more important canon within the canon of scripture.  That is often how the Ser-

mon on the Mount is treated—as if nothing else is needed.  But even in that case, people still 

elevate some parts of the Sermon above others.  Others dismiss most of it in favor of a hodge-

podge of rules selected to reinforce their worldview. 

The last time the Sermon on the Mount came up in the lectionary, I was disappointed to note 

that it was not possible to follow the lectionary and give the Sermon on the Mount the atten-

tion I thought it was due.  So I decided it was time to plan a series and put the lectionary on the 

back burner for however long we needed to get through the Sermon on the Mount. 

I am excited to announce our fall Sermon on the Mount series beginning on September 25.  

There will also be a weekly class accompanying the series to explore it more informally.  If 

you wish to preview the material, you may consider ordering the book Sermon on the Mount: 

A Beginners Guide to the Kingdom of heaven by Amy Jill Levine.   

We also have some other exciting dates coming up, September 22 will be our second annual 

Abundance Festival.  Join us at 6:00 PM for a concert, a meal, and a Deacon’s raffle featuring 

a beautiful quilt by Shirley B.  The concert will be the first in a series of musical features made 

possible by a grant from the Presbytery of the Twin Cities Area.  Another exciting installment 

in the series will be our Thursday evening concerts during Advent titled “A Musical Journey 

Through Advent.”  One of the evenings will be an evening of Lessons and Carols featuring 

Jungjoo Park, a very talented organist from Lake Harriet United Methodist Church.  Stay tuned 

for more news on our Thursday evening music series, and other opportunities for learning and 

service this Fall! 

Grace and peace to you, 

Pastor Scott  



 

 

September 3 
Todd Myhre 

September 12 
Ginny Tietz 

September 13 
Ruth Wittek 

September 14 
Judy McGovern 

September 20 
Fiona Vanneste 

September 22 
Taylor Myhre 
Cindy Perry 

September 27 
Jim Perry 

September 30 
Donald Larsen 

 September 4 

Veneta Anderson 

September 11 
Carol Balvance 

September 18 

Mary Bawden 

September 25 

Donna Beeney 



Thank you to everyone 
who helped make our cookouts 

a big success this summer! 

Nothing happens by chance and 
they wouldn’t have happened 

without you! 



September, and fall is in the air!  We are looking forward to the Abundance Festival on Sep-
tember 22nd. The Deacon's are having a quilt raffle.  We are blessed with another quilt made 
and donated by Shirley Bjork! It is beautiful! Raffle tickets are available now, through any dea-
con or in the church office. They will be sold at Coffee Fellowship on Sundays, or at the Cook-
outs and Game Day.  Tickets are $2.00 each, and the drawing will be at the Festival on the 
22nd. 

We would like to open our nursery again in September. If you can help, as frequently or infre-
quently as you are able, please contact Rose Schmitz.  

"Give a ride”:  If you are in need of a ride, you can contact Jim Perry at 612-220-7977, and he 
will make sure someone will pick you up. 

Please contact a Deacon if you have any needs. 

In Christ's love, 

Shirley Ackerman 952-334-3202 Carol Balvance 952-240-4755 
Linda Brooks  952-240-9502 Lyle Crider 952-496-0822 
Marinda Gay          952-445-1031 Jim Perry 952-492-5952 
Rose Schmitz 612-670-6309 Harriet Volding 218-209-1982 
Mary Wolfe 952-393-3973 





Quilt made and donated by Shirley Bjork. 

Once again the Deacon's are excited to have another handmade quilt donated by Shirley Bjork 
that will be raffled off at our September 22 Abundance Festival. 

Raffle tickets are available through any deacon or in the church office. Tickets are also available 
to pick up for selling to friends/neighbors/co-workers/etc. in the office.  Tickets will be available 
to purchase at Cookouts, Coffee Fellowship and Game Day. for $2.00 each. 

Drawing will be September 22 at the Abundance Festival. Need not be present to win. Details to 
follow. 

For any questions or information, 
contact Mary Wolfe (952-393-3973) or Carol Balvance (952-240-4755). 




