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Celebrating, Serving, Loving & Growing with God and Each Other  



Some of you may remember that earlier this year I preached a series on the Marks of a Vital Congrega-
tion.  One of those marks is Intentional, Authentic Evangelism.    But evangelism is something many 
wish to avoid like the plague.  Like a friend from another church, some have either been deeply offend-
ed or emotionally scarred by another’s attempt at what they perceived to be “evangelism.”  What some 
perceive as evangelism,  others view as intrusive attempts to proselytize.  That is a distinction I first 
heard as a young adult, and it took a while for it to sink in. 

“Do you know Jesus?” If a stranger asks you that question on the street, then you are probably about to 
be proselytized.  There is a difference, however, between proselytizing and evangelism. Evangelism is 
from a Greek word that mean “to spread good tidings.”  But asking the question “Do you know Jesus?”  
is often more about getting someone to agree to someone else’s list of propositions about Jesus.   

“Do you know Jesus?”  Would you want to if your picture of Jesus is that promoted by people at the 
Capitol Riot in January of last year?  Namely, those holding up various signs that claimed that Jesus 
was their moral authority for their actions that day.  Some may find it shocking to learn that I don't 
think I know the Jesus they claim to know.  Yet knowing things about Jesus, even agreeing to certain 
propositions about Jesus is not the same thing as an awareness of being known and being loved by 
God.  

“Do you know Jesus?”  To that question, someone might quip “I don’t know, but he knows me.”  That 
is something Nathanael learned when he first met Jesus and Jesus told him he saw him under the fig 
tree, in the first chapter of John’s Gospel. 

Evangelism is spreading that awareness of being known and being loved by God.  As Christians, we do 
that by following Jesus.  As a first century Jew, among his short list of resources, he had the Hebrew 
Scriptures and the teachings of his elders.  He also had the time he spent contemplating God’s love in 
communion with God. 

A few years ago, I attended a workshop on preaching at Luther seminary.  Frank Thomas was one of 
the presenters there and he preached a sermon on having a scripture for life.  A scripture for life is one 
that that engages your whole being in an awareness of the good news of God’s love.  It turns out that he 
read the same scripture that was on the top of my list of possibilities for a scripture for life.  Psalm 139 
is a marvelous summary of how intimately God knows us.  It might be a little long, but like an old-
fashioned newspaper article, you can stop anywhere after the first sentence through the 18th verse and 
still get the idea: 

1 O Lord, you have searched me and known me. 
2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 
    you discern my thoughts from far away. 
3 You search out my path and my lying down 
    and are acquainted with all my ways. 
4 Even before a word is on my tongue, 
    O Lord, you know it completely. 
5 You hem me in, behind and before, 
    and lay your hand upon me. 
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
    it is so high that I cannot attain it. 



7 Where can I go from your spirit? 
    Or where can I flee from your presence? 
8 If I ascend to heaven, you are there; 
    if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. 
9 If I take the wings of the morning 
    and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, 
10 even there your hand shall lead me, 
    and your right hand shall hold me fast. 
11 If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, 
    and night wraps itself around me,”  
12 even the darkness is not dark to you; 
    the night is as bright as the day, 
    for darkness is as light to you. 

A scripture for life can be a valuable summary of the Good News you know and have experienced.  As 
such, it is an evangelical statement.   

One of my summaries of the good news is that God knows all about me and still loves me.  Anyone 
can say it, and it will be true.  God knows you, and God loves you. 

Your verse for life is one you choose for yourself, not one someone chooses for you. What is your 
verse for life that summarizes the good news for you? 

May God’s peace be with you, 

Pastor Scott 



Aug 2 Jenna Nicholas  

Aug 5 Steve Nicholas 

Aug 6 Patricia Fomekong 

Aug 8 Kathy Vanoni 

Aug 10 Rene’ Vanoni 

Aug 12 Becky Kelso 

Aug 15 Quinn Vanneste 

Prayers of the People 

If you would like to be removed from the Prayers of the People list 
or know of someone who should be,  please let the office know. 

August 7 

Shirley Ackerman 

August 14 

Pauline, & Delphine Akufongwe 

Faith, Fortune & Royle 

August 21 

Michel Makem & Victorine Akufongwe 
Duplex, Joel, Nina & Randy 

August 28 

LuAnn Amberson 

Aug 17 Sue Taylor 

Aug 19 Tony Worrell 

Aug 20 Fortune Nimpa 

Aug 22 Bev Friend 

Aug 24 Edie Cook  

Aug 25 Barb Willemssen 

Aug 30 Ray Kruger 





It's hard to believe that August is here, and our summer will soon turn into fall! We are looking for-
ward to a Fall Festival in September, with more information coming later.  

We would like to open our nursery again in September. If you can help, as frequently or infrequently 
as you are able, please contact  Rose Schmitz.  

Our card ministry continues and flowers have been delivered  to those who have been hospitalized. 

"Give a ride" :  If you are in need of a ride, you can contact Jim Perry at 612-220-7977, and he will 
make sure someone will pick you up. 

Please contact a Deacon if you have any needs. 

In Christ's love, 

Shirley Ackerman 952-334-3202 Carol Balvance 952-240-4755  

Linda Brooks 952-240-9502 Lyle Crider 952-496-0822 

Marinda Gay 952-445-1031 Jim Perry 952-492-5952 

Rose Schmitz 612-670-6309 Harriet Volding 218-209-1982 

Mary Wolfe 952-393-3973 


