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Adaobi’s Angle 

Pastor’s Page 
 (II Corinthians 5:17) 

“You shall not oppress a resident alien; you know the heart of an alien, for you were aliens in 

the land of Egypt.”  Exodus 23: 9 

“for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I 

was a stranger and you welcomed me…”  Matthew 25: 35  

At a recent Thursday Bible Study, we looked at the parable in Matthew 25.  If you have not 

read it recently, you might consider looking at verses 31-46.  It is a difficult passage, because 

one might read it and wonder if they're going to burn in hell because they did not practice all 

the acts of mercy described by Jesus in the parable of the sheep and the goats.  While we might 

feel a sense of dread when reading this, it is important to note the point of the story.  First, it is 

a parable.  Maybe it is a little long for a typical parable, but the point is to jar the listener or 

reader into thinking “wait, did he just say what I think he said?”   

The main point is that how we treat people, particularly those who are habitually mistreated by 

others, is how we treat Jesus.  For modern churchgoers, the point might be that while we ex-

pect to find and know Jesus within the walls of a church, Jesus is saying he is out there among 

the needy, and the stranger.  

Lately I have been troubled by the stories of the endless run of mass shootings in our country: 

one in an elementary school, one in a Presbyterian Church, and one in a supermarket.  I was 

tempted to rewrite my sermon the Sunday after the Buffalo supermarket shooting spree but I 

did not even know where to start.  Instead of writing a sermon about it, I thought I could write 

some reflections for this month’s newsletter article.   

There are many angles from which to view the recent shootings.  And while it really begs the 

question of why we continue to flood our country with weapons continually used for mass 

murder, people will just respond with the old saw “guns don’t kill people, people kill people.” 

So instead of going down that road, let’s look at the morally bankrupt ideology that drove an 

18-year-old to murder 10 people and wound three others in Buffalo, NY.  It is time for people 

of faith to stop the racist lie that has resulted in the murders of at least 95 of God’s children in 

the last 4 years (Tree of life Synagogue, 2018; Christchurch New Zealand, 2019; El Paso 2019; 

Buffalo, 2022).  The so-called “Great Replacement,” or “Replacement Theory” is rooted in ra-

cial bias, and it is anti-Christ.  It says that “more deserving” white people are being displaced 

by “less deserving” people of color.  It claims that it is an intentional plot to diminish white 

power in the western world.  It de-humanizes the stranger in the land and it violates the spirit 

of Jewish Law of which we claim to be heirs.  



It is a conspiracy theory that is predicated on the idea that certain people’s voices and certain 

people’s votes are more important than others.  And it uses inflammatory language like 

“invasion,” “hordes,” and “white genocide.”  It is inflammatory language that provokes vio-

lence and mistrust.  It is inflammatory language that kills. 

We are called do demand better.  “For you were once aliens…” it is the reason God demanded 

that the people of Israel treat the resident aliens and the disadvantaged with kindness and re-

spect.  The same is true for every one of us.  We all have ancestors who were aliens, and we 

live on land taken from native people by aliens.   

The great commandment “you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and mind and 

soul and strength, and love your neighbor as yourself,”  calls us to do better, to be better, to ex-

pect better.  Please consider this:  as a child of God, what can you do to interrupt the cycle of 

violence?   

Finally, Matthew 25 tells us that what we do for the most disadvantaged is what we do for Je-

sus.  Maybe one small thing we can do is to be more careful how we talk about other people 

who bear the image of God.  Then maybe we can remind people that everyone bears the image 

of God---how we speak to and about them has an impact on how they are treated. 

The Good News of Jesus Christ is that the love of God can and will transform our world.  As 

followers of Jesus, we are called to act and speak as though we believe that Good News is a 

present reality. 

May God’s peace be with you, 

Pastor Scott 



APRIL MINUTES 





Finally June, and we are hoping for some seasonal summer weather!!! 

The Deacon's continue meeting and look forward to planning a few events again.           

We also have been helping sort food and fill cars at our Thursday Abundance Gathering food distri-
bution. 

We continue with the "give a ride". If you are in need of a ride, you can contact Jim Perry at 612-
220-7977, and he will make sure someone will pick you up. 

Please contact a Deacon if you have any needs. 

In Christ's love, 

Shirley Ackerman 952-334-3202 Carol Balvance 952-240-4755 
Linda Brooks 952-240-9502 Lyle Crider 952-496-0822 
Marinda Gay 952-445-1031 Jim Perry 952-492-5952 
Rose Schmitz 612-670-6309 Harriet Volding 218-209-1982 
Mary Wolfe 952-393-3973 



June 6 Richard Olin 

 Joel Makem 

June 11 Delphine Akufongwe 

 Royle Nimpa 

June 12 Betty Engel 

 Declan Vanneste 

June 14 Sue Sergeant 

June 27 Emmanuel Obeng 

June 29 Betty Snyder 

PRAY FOR OUR 
FAMILIES 

June 5 
Gary & Harriet Volding 

June 12 
Craig & Kelly Whitney 

Darin & Ryan 

June 19 
Jim & Marlis Whitney 

June 26 
Dave & Barb Willemssen 

*If you would like to be removed from the Prayers of the People list or know of 
someone who should be,  please let the office know. 

P R AY E R S  O F  T H E  P E O P L E  



Senior Spotlight 










