
APRIL 
newsletter 

Monthly Newsletter of First Presbyterian Church / April 2022 

909 Marschall Road | Shakopee, MN 55379 | 952-445-3562 | shakopeefpc@gmail.com 

Celebrating, Serving, Loving & Growing with God and Each Other  

APRIL MISSION OF THE MONTH 



“And God saw everything that God had made, and indeed, it was very good.”  Genesis 1: 31 

As we begin the fourth month of 2022, Spring is slowly unfolding around us.  This year, Passover 

begins on April 15, Easter is on April 17 and Earth Day is on April 22.  It is not coincidental that 

these observances happen in the Spring, for Spring symbolizes rebirth and new beginnings. 

For us, Easter is the defining event of our faith.  It is also good for us to consider other Spring ob-

servances and what they mean for us and our world.  For our Jewish siblings in faith, Passover is a 

celebration of the defining event of their faith.  It is a remembrance of the fact that they, with God’s 

help, walked away from their oppressors and began to shape a new identity in a world that was not 

ready to welcome their liberty with open arms.  That is often the case with oppressed peoples, and 

we all have room for improvement when it comes to loving our neighbors as ourselves. 

When it comes to Earth Day, even though it is not a celebration on the traditional church calendar, 

it can serve as an opportunity for us to learn how to be better neighbors in the context of God’s cre-

ation.  What does it mean for us to love God with our whole heart?  What does it mean to love our 

neighbors as ourselves?  For one thing, it certainly means that we can take better care of the world 

God has made! 

But it seems like many people, even those who claim to follow our risen Lord, have forgotten what 

it means to be a good neighbor.  Modern populism and individualism seems to be in fashion and 

loving God and neighbor seems out of fashion. 

I do not know if the words “love the Lord with all your heart, and love your neighbor as yourself” 

were common in my parents vocabulary, but that is how they lived.  On November 26 of 1973, 

President Nixon imposed a 50 MPH speed limit in response to the growing energy crisis, and the 

following month we drove 50 MPH all the way to Washington DC.  I think my dad observed that 

out of respect for his neighbor.  In the same way, when President Carter asked people living in the 

US to lower their thermostats to 65 degrees, my parents did that too.  And I remember them reli-

giously turning down the thermostat another 10 degrees every night.  I believe he has continued that 

practice to this day.   

Maybe this month, as we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection, and then as Earth Day comes around, we can 

contemplate practical ways we can love God and neighbor by making better choices to tread more 

lightly on the earth!  Earth day is one more opportunity to learn how we can take small steps and 

make better choices for the sake of our neighbor and God’s creation.   

For resources on practical ways to reduce our footprint, please consider consulting the website 

earthday.org. 

May God’s peace be with you, 

Pastor Scott 

Adaobi’s Angle 

Pastor’s Page 
 (II Corinthians 5:17) 



February minutes 



February minutes 



 April 4 
Wayne Tietz 

April 9 
Mary Wolfe 

April 12 

Ronald Seelye 

April 14 
Verneil Ewert 

April 16 
Marinda Gay 

April 17 
Jean ScheerHoorn 

April 22 
Michael Kelso 

April 25 
Phillip Rudell 

April 29 
Judy Rudell 

Eugene Chapman 

Shiloh Obeng 

April 3 

Ron Seelye 

April 10 

Sue Sergeant 

April 17 

Mary Etta Shiner 

April 24 

Betty Snyder 

Prayers of the People 

 

*If you would like to be removed from the Prayers of the People list or 
know of someone who should be, please let the office know. 

Prayers of the People 



Carol Balvance, Rose Schmitz, and Miranda Gay organizing the luggage/
diaper collections for His House.  







Happy Easter!  Spring is here!  The Deacon’s have been busy supporting our Thursday 
Abundance Gathering food distribution.  We have ordered coasters with a couple pictures 
of our church on them for a fundraiser.  We will have them on display at coffee fellowship 
on Sunday for you to see what we have to offer and we welcome any other ideas you 
might have for future fundraisers.  

Thank you and please contact a Deacon if you need a ride or have any other needs. 

Shirley Ackerman 952-334-3202 Carol Balvance 952-240-4755 

Linda Brooks 952-240-9502 Lyle Crider 952-496-0822 

Marinda Gay 952-445-1031 Jim Perry 952-492-5952 

Rose Schmitz 612-670-6309 Harriet Volding 218-209-1982 

Mary Wolfe 952-393-3973 



Congratulations Joel—We are so proud of you! 

NURSERY  

 
 
 

We would like to start up our 
nursery for children 3 and under. 
For children over 3, we have our 

activity bags located by the greet-
ers. If interested in helping out 

with the nursery, please contact 
Rose Schmitz 612-670-6309 or 

Diana in the church office. 

Thanks, Rose Schmitz 

NEW 

CHURCH 

COASTERS 

NOTICE: If you have a graduate from High School or College that you 
would like to recognize in the June newsletter, 

please let Diana in the church office know no later than May 24. 


