
December 
newsletter 

Monthly Newsletter of First Presbyterian Church / December 2021 

909 Marschall Road | Shakopee, MN 55379 | 952 -445-3562 | shakopeefpc@gmail.com  

Celebrating, Serving, Loving & Growing with God and Each Other  



When I was growing up, Christmas began the moment we hung up the dish towels after clear-

ing the table and washing the dishes from Thanksgiving dinner.  My mom would put holiday 

music on the stereo, and it would play continuously through Christmas.  Then it would gradu-

ally taper off through the next week.  By New Year’s Day, the Christmas Music tracks were 

put away until the next Thanksgiving.   

There was a radio program called “Holiday Inn” that played between Thanksgiving and New 

Year’s Day.  It was a program hosted by Ray Loftesness, or “Lofty” to KELO-landers, he 

played Christmas music and told heartwarming holiday stories for a few hours each afternoon.  

My mother listened to the program every day and even had recordings from previous years to 

play during the hours Lofty was not on air.  She continued listening to tape recordings of 

Lofty after he died in 1992.  Even though the program continued with a new host, it was never 

quite the same to her, and she treasured those recordings.   

We did not have Advent, as we attended a non-liturgical church, but there was still anticipa-

tion in the air.  There were also expectations, and expectations frequently lead to disappoint-

ment.  Some of you may remember that disappointment when the decorations were put away 

and it did not turn out to be the best Christmas ever.  Even after shifting my holiday focus to 

Advent, there was sometimes a sense of disappointment.  But isn’t that one feeling Advent 

and Christmas is trying to recognize and salve? 

Just like the ancient people awaited their deliverance, we still wait and hope for the deliver-

ance of our world.  Jesus’ birth is both the fulfillment of and down payment on God’s prom-

ised deliverance.  While this is a mysterious contradiction, we wait in hope and watch for the 

signs of Jesus’ coming.  The hymnal you once again find in your pews when you come to the 

building for Sunday Worship contains a familiar hymn expressing that hope and the vision 

that its fulfillment is beginning in our midst.  This version of “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

contains a verse not commonly found in others: 

Where children pure and happy pray to the Blessed Child,  

where misery cries out to Thee, Son of the mother mild;  

where charity stands watching and faith holds wide the door,  

the dark night wakes, the glory breaks and Christmas comes once more. 

While Advent and Christmas may not always provide the mountaintop experience we hope 

for or expect, there is always the opportunity for quiet renewal.  Interestingly Advent and 

Christmas are also timed to come just before the new year.  Maybe the coincidence lies in the 



Winter Solstice and the darkness reaching its peak right about this time of year. 

The dark nights lengthen, just like they do for us at times.  But in the darkness, we have the 

opportunity to reflect on our expectations and find that they might not reflect the work that 

God is doing right now in our midst.  This season gives us the opportunity to ritualize that, but 

it is a process we can welcome every day.   

Each night, as we take stock of our day, we can trust that if God gives us another day, it is a 

new day.  Each new day, like each new liturgical year or each new calendar year, we are given 

a new opportunity to listen for God’s voice and respond as Jesus would have us do.  

May God bring you a blessed Advent and Christmastide. 

Peace to you, 

Pastor Scott 



October Session minutes 





December 5 
Tom Mast 

December 12 
Todd & Amy Myhre 

Austin & Taylor 

December 19 
Steve & Annette Nicholas 

Nathan & Jenna 

December 26 
Doug Norland 

Dec. 26 - Todd Boom 
 Desmond Bull 

Dec. 29 - Alice Larsen 

Dec. 15 - LuAnn Amberson 
 Dave Willemssen 

Dec. 17 - Carol Balvance 

Dec. 20 - Mike Vanneste 

Dec. 24 - Carol Boom 

Dec. 25 - Donna Beeney 

*If you would like to be removed from the Prayers of the People list or 

 PRAYERS 
of the PEOPLE 

DECEMBER 

PRAYER FAMI-

The Church Office will be closed  
December 27, 2021 

through 
December 31, 2021 

Diana will be back in office on Tuesday, January 4, 2022 



Wishing you and your loved ones a Merry Christmas.  May God bless 
your life with love and joy this holiday season.  Please reach out to a 
Deacon if you have any needs. 

Carol Balvance 952-240-4755 Rose Schmitz 612-670-6309 
Linda Brooks 952-445-4020 Kathy Vanoni 952-496-0311 
Verneil Ewert 952-237-2201 Rene’ Vanoni 952-496-0311 
Marinda Gay 952-445-1031 Harriet Volding 218-209-1982 
Jim Perry 716-741-2947 





Welcome New Member Michel Makem! 
Pictured above with his wife, Victorine 

Quartet Sings 
LuAnn Amberson, Roberta Crider, 

Loren Wolfe, and Jan Oliverson 




