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"Let all things now living 

a song of thanksgiving 

to God the Creator triumphantly raise, 

who fashioned and made us, 

protected and stayed us, 

who guides us and leads to the end of our days.”   Katherine Davis, 1939 

As days shorten and Fall presses on toward Winter, our minds turn to plans for Thanksgiving 

gatherings and the Christmas holiday season after that.  Thanksgiving is something of an odd 

holiday.  After all, it is a liturgically homeless civil holiday, and it is situated right on the door-

step of the “Christmas Season.”    

I have sometimes thought it would be more appropriate to situate a thanksgiving holiday after 

winter—to give thanks and celebrate surviving another winter!  Though the holiday called 

Thanksgiving comes around once a year and has varying levels of significance from person to 

person and between families, giving thanks should always be a priority in the life of people of 

faith. 

In fact, the New Testament letters are filled with exhortations such as this one: 

“With gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.   And whatever 

you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 

Father through him.”  Colossians 3: 16, 17 

A heart filled with gratitude has little room for envy, or bitterness, or anger.  Which is why our 

biblical tradition places such a high priority on praise and thanksgiving.  Gratitude is a founda-

tional attitude in making room for God’s New Creation in our hearts and minds.   

Some time ago, I was in a class and the leader asked us to consider how we could tell when we 

were not properly attending to our spiritual health.  My answer was that a sure sign of trouble 

is when I am lacking in gratitude.  I try to nurture gratitude in my heart by reading at least one 

Psalm of praise and thanksgiving each day.  This month, I invite you to consider what simple 

act of devotion you could do every day to make room for gratitude in your heart! 

With Joy and Thanksgiving, 

Pastor Scott  







November 3 

Beryl Kleaver 

November 9 

Wally Bishop 

November 10 

Amy Myhre 

November 22 

Jamie Schanus 

November 30 

Terri Maidment 

November 7 

John & Jeanine 

Lindmeyer 

November 14 

Letty Loggers 

November 21 

John & Judy 

McGovern 

November 28 

Terri Maidment 

NOVEMBER 

PRAYER 

FAMILIES 

*If you would like to be removed from the Prayers of the People list or know of 
someone who should be,  please let the office know. 

Prayers of the People 



Happy Thanksgiving! Our prayers to each of you and your family for a blessed 
Thanksgiving.  

Please contact a Deacon if you have any needs. 
In Christ’s love, 

Carol Balvance 952-240-4755 Rose Schmitz 612-670-6309 
Linda Brooks 952-445-4020 Kathy Vanoni 952-496-0311 
Verneil Ewert 952-237-2201 Rene’ Vanoni 952-496-0311 
Marinda Gay 952-445-1031 Harriet Volding 218-209-1982 
Jim Perry 716-741-2947 






