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Celebrating, Serving, Loving & Growing with God and Each Other  

Rally Day - September 12 



The wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good 

fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy.  And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for
 

those who make peace. James 3: 17-18 

Sometime last year or the year before, I went on one of my occasional book buying binges.  I 
discovered a series of commentaries titled Sacra Pagina from Liturgical Press, and decided 
to start with the Gospel commentaries.  I buy most of my books from the used marketplace 
and my first attempt to get the commentary on Luke ended with the book getting lost in trans-
it.  The second attempt resulted in getting a copy that had a stale, musty smell in the pages. 
It was almost too much, but I found that as I read and paged through it, the old smell eventu-
ally went away.   

In contrast to the original stale smell of the book, I found that L.T. Johnson, the writer of the 
commentary, offered some fresh insights into the text I had not previously considered.  The 
other day I noted he was also the contributor for the Epistle of James in The New Interpret-
er’s Bible, the multi-volume biblical commentary on my bookshelf.  Again, as I read his intro-
duction to the letter from James, I found some exciting new perspectives.  It is a book in the 
bible I have no memory of ever using in a sermon, and it is coming up in the lectionary 
through the month of September. 

As we look at Autumn approaching, it is traditional that we start to think about the education 
program of the church.  While we do not currently have a Sunday School program teeming 
with children, we can still cultivate opportunities to seek wisdom from above.  Part of that 
process is to continue to have conversations about our scripture tradition to find ways that 
the fresh winds of the Spirit may blow through our community bringing new life and new per-
spective.  Like the commentary on Luke I received last year, when we open the scriptures 
expecting something new, the Spirit carries away our stale understanding and gives us new 
ways to see the Gospel at work in the world around us and through us. 

This fall, we will be starting our adult education program with a Sunday morning preview of 
upcoming texts, so you will be given the texts in advance.  Each Sunday, we will be looking 
at the texts for the next Sunday.  One of my biggest reasons for that timing, is so we can 
begin a conversation about the texts before I start writing the sermon for the following Sun-
day.  This goes back to how I learned about preaching in seminary.  Preaching is part of a 
conversation, and the best way to nurture that is to start that conversation early.  I look for-
ward to having you join in on the conversation beginning this September! 

The texts in the lectionary for the coming weeks are: 

September 5, 2021 



September 12, 2021 (For discussion on September 5) 

September 19, 2021 (For discussion on September 12) 

September 26, 2021 (For discussion on September 19) 

October 3, 2021 (For discussion on September 26) 

I am particularly interested in the passages from James for the coming weeks, however you 
are free to bring any of them up in the conversation on Sunday morning! 

Peace be with you, 

Pastor Scott 
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September 5 

Berge & JoAnn Hansen 

September 12 

Dorothy Herrgott 

September 19 

Betty Hvidsten 

September 26 

Gary & Ruby Hughes 

 

September 3 
Todd Myhre 

September 12 
Ginny Tietz 

September 13 
Ruth Wittek 

September 14 
Judy McGovern 

September 20 
Fiona Vanneste 

September 22 
Taylor Myhre 

September 22 
Cindy Perry 

September 27 
Jim Perry 

September 30 
Donald Larsen Sr. 
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We are trying to update all contact information, as well as, pertinent information needed in 
the event of an emergency. If you would like to share your information, please fill out form 
and return to the church office. 



This month the Deacon’s donated $300 to our Mission of the Month- School Supplies. 

We are also excited to host the Abundance Festival featuring Loren Wolfe Live in Concert on 
September 25th.  

Please contact a Deacon if you need a ride or have any other needs we can help you with. 

In Christ’s love, 

Carol Balvance 952-240-4755 Rose Schmitz 612-670-6309 
Linda Brooks 952-445-4020 Kathy Vanoni 952-496-0311 

Verneil Ewert 952-237-2201 Rene’ Vanoni 952-496-0311 
Marinda Gay 952-445-1031 Harriet Volding 218-209-1982 
Jim Perry           716-741-2947 10 



Pictures 
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