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Celebrating, Serving, Loving & Growing 

with God and Each Other  

Around the world, millions of people lack access to sustainable food sources, 
clean water, sanitation, education, and opportunity. The three programs sup-
ported by One Great Hour of Sharing — Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the 
Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-Development of People — all work in 
different ways to serve individuals and communities in need. From initial dis-
aster response to ongoing community development, their work fits together to 

MISSION OF THE MONTH 



Dear Members and Friends of SFPC, 

As we continue our journey through Lent, we are called to Journey together and with Christ through 

the wilderness regions of our hearts.  That is a dominant motif in the Lenten Journey.  Another way of 

looking at the Lenten Journey that is related to that but perhaps having a slightly different focus is that 

of our journey with Christ through the suffering of the world.  When God took on human existence in 

Christ, God took on our suffering and the suffering of the world.  It is the ultimate act of empathy and 

compassion. 

Shortly after the death of George Floyd, as we watched the fallout from that in our neighboring cities 

and cities across the country and the world, I asked you to try to find a way to empathize with people 

responding to feelings of vulnerability and frustration.  Those feelings among others exist because 

there are still people who abuse their power over life and death, and it seems like no matter how often 

injustices are pointed out and no matter how much communities of color speak up, some people in 

power and others who support them remain unmoved. 

It seems a little repetitive, but the repetition is necessary until all God’s children recognize the right of 

all God’s children to have abundant life.  And as long as that is not the reality in our world, we are 

called to repeat our rituals of self-examination, repentance and penitence.  Our Ash Wednesday read-

ing from Isaiah 58 addresses the repetitive nature of these rituals.  The rituals of self-examination, re-

pentance and penitence call for a genuine awakening to the suffering in the world around us.  They 

call us to take action to relieve that suffering, because without action the ritual is meaningless.  With 

action, the ritual changes us. 

Perhaps that is one reason that the One Great Hour of Sharing offering is promoted during the season 

of Lent.  It is one more way to become aware of the suffering around us and to respond.  Responding 

with compassion is a spiritual discipline that opens our hearts and expands our capacity for empathy.  

Responding to people’s material needs last Spring helped expand our capacity for empathy.  Hearing 

stories of people experiencing homelessness and stepping up to help Beacon’s effort to place afforda-

ble housing units in Shakopee also helped expand our capacity for compassion. 

Such spiritual disciplines are part of what Lent is about.  Lent can serve as a reminder to call us back 

to actions of compassion.  As we journey with Jesus and find ways to respond to suffering in our 

world, we gain clearer pictures of the sort of world God wants us to co-create.  As we journey with 

Jesus and find ways to respond to suffering in our world, we become participants in God’s redemptive 

work.  As we journey with Jesus and find ways to respond to suffering in our world, we find new 

depths of compassion and empathy.  Lent is a gift to us and the world.  Let us continue that journey 

and share the gift of Christ’s compassion with the world! 

I am honored to be your partner in this journey! 

Peace to You All, 

Pastor Scott 



January Session Minutes 









March 11 Duplex Makem 

March 13 Veneta Anderson 

 Nina Makem 

March 16 Randy Makem 

March 7 
Pauline & Delphine 
Akufongwe Family 

March 14 
LuAnn Amberson 

March 21 
Veneta Anderson 

March 28 
Carol Balvance 

MARCH PRAYER FAMILIES 

*If you would like to be removed from the Prayers of the People list or know of some-
one who should be, please let the office know. 

Prayers of the People 

March 17 Noah Theis 

March 19 Annette Nicholas 

March 27 Shirley Ackerman 
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Sunday, March 14 

@ 2:00 am 



 In Matthew 25, we read, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and 
give you something to drink?  When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or need-
ing clothes and clothe you?  When did we see you sick or in prison or go to visit you?  The 
King will reply, ‘ Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and 
sisters of mine, you did for me.’  Lent is considered to be a spiritual season of calm;  of re-
flection about the meaning of human life;  of repentance for the errors and sins of human-
kind; of rejecting the temptations the world always offers; and also as a time to help the 
next person, be it a neighbor or stranger, with actions of mercy and charity.  Blessings to 
each of you during this Lenten Season.  Please reach out to a Deacon if you have any 
needs.  In Christ’s love, 

Carol Balvance 952-240-4755 Rose Schmitz 612-670-6309 

Linda Brooks 952-445-4020 Kathy Vanoni 952-496-0311 

Verneil Ewert 952-237-2201 Rene’ Vanoni 952-496-0311 

Marinda Gay 952-445-1031 Harriet Volding 218-209-1982 

Jim Perry 716-741-2947 






