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NOVEMBER MISSIONS OF THE MONTH 



Dear Members and friends of SFPC, 
 
Beginnings and endings are a part of life, and sometimes they are marked with ceremony or cele-
bration.  New Year’s Day is one of them, but New Year’s celebrations are often a little disap-
pointing.  Personally, I avoid New Year’s resolutions because of such clichés as people filling up the 
gym for the first four weeks of the year (in normal times) then dropping off like flies by the end of 
February.  Instead, I opt for a birthday resolution, which comes a little later in January. 
 
More importantly though, there is the beginning of the church year.  It usually begins on the last 
Sunday in November, and occasionally the first Sunday in December.  The Church year begins with 
the season of Advent.  It is tempting to think of it as a time of waiting for Christmas, but it is really 
much more than that.  It is a time of preparation.  It is a time to prepare for the coming of Christ in 
our lives and in our world.  It is a time to cultivate empathy for those who were waiting for deliver-
ance back then, and for those who still wait now.  We prepare to welcome the Christ who has al-
ready come, and we prepare to welcome that same Christ who will come again.   
 
Every year, we have the privilege to experience and explore the coming of Christ in new ways, and 
every year we relive the drama of the Christ event, from his birth, to his ministry, to his death and 
resurrection.  As we explore this each year, we are continually offered opportunity for renewal.   
 
Perhaps the tradition of the New Year’s resolution is an attempt to secure a sense of renewal.  It is 
a little like a reset button, but we usually come up short in resolution.  The Good News is that we 
are not left to our own devices. 
 
The Advent of a new church year is much more than a reset button.  It is a call to a new experience, 
and it is a call to renewal.  Redemption and renewal do not happen once and for all.  That is why we 
are continually called to experience it in new ways by reliving it through the eyes of God’s people 
and one of the three evangelists who wrote the synoptic gospels.  Last year, we looked at this story 
from the perspective of the Gospel According to Matthew.  This year we will be experiencing the 
story through the Gospel According to Mark. 
 
As we prepare to experience Jesus coming anew, we are called to dream.  That is the theme we will 
explore this year during Advent: Those Who Dream.  We will dream with Mary and Elizabeth, and 
we will dream with John the Baptist.  We will dream with art, original poetry and song.  We will 
dream of what God originally meant for us and our world.  And we will dream of Christ making eve-
rything new, as he has in the past, he does in the present, and he will in the future to come.   
 
Advent Blessings To You All, 
 
Pastor Scott 



October Session Minutes 





Dear Church Family, 

As your Session, we are extremely grateful to God for your steadfast support for the minis-

try of First Presbyterian Church of Shakopee during these unusual times.  We know that 

communal worship is important to your well-being and we too feel the sting of the loss of 

not being able to gather and fellowship on a regular basis.  The Psalmist who wrote Psalm 

42 and 43 also knew what it was like to be in a time of crisis and not be able to gather with a 

community of worshippers: 

These things I remember, 

    as I pour out my soul: 

how I went with the throng,  

    and led them in procession to the house of God, 

with glad shouts and songs of thanksgiving, 

    a multitude keeping festival. 

We have prayerfully and thoughtfully considered how and when we should resume gather-

ing for public worship.  There are two primary considerations the Session has needed to ad-

dress regarding public worship during COVID.  The first is how to safely open the building 

for public worship, and the second would be the conditions that would determine when it is 

safe to do so.  We have determined the how but current circumstances prohibit us from de-

termining when.  With this most recent increase in the spread of COVID 19, the rate at 

which new cases are being reported in the community is exceeding our criteria for safely 

gathering by a factor greater than 10. 

We have hopes that, with the release of vaccines on the horizon,  conditions will permit us to 

meet again soon.  But to be clear, that will not likely happen until winter has passed.  Mean-

while, we will do our best to carry on with the ministry of the church.  Pastor and Deacons 

will continue to contact members to check in and to address pastoral concerns.  We will con-

tinue to stream worship services and seek ways to improve that experience for our members.  

We will also continue to provide opportunities for midweek gathering via Zoom. 

May the Grace of God who created, redeems, and sustains you remain with you during this 

time of waiting. 

In Christ, 

Donna Beeney, Ruling Elder 

Gene Chapman, Ruling Elder 

Edie Cook, Ruling Elder 

Pastor Scott Larson, Moderator 

Roberta Crider, Ruling Elder 

Rene Vanoni, Ruling Elder 

Loren Wolfe, Ruling Elder  



December 6 
Wayne & Ginny Tietz 

December 13 
Barb Vanek 

December 20 
Rene’ & Kathy Vanoni 

December 27 
Gary & Harriet Volding 

Pat Zwart – Sindy Huth 

Jane Rockwell Family – Roberta Crider 

Betty Snyder – Steven Beeney 

Betty Engel – Karen Fahler Family 

Ken Luhring – Jerry Frank – Karen Krueger 

Sue Sergeant 

JoAnn Kruger – Roger Ackerman 

*If you would like to be removed from the Prayers of the People list or 

know of someone who should be, please let the office know. 

 PRAYERS 
of the PEOPLE 

DECEMBER 

Dec.   6 - Todd Boom 

Dec.   9 - Ronald Geis 

Dec. 9  -  Alice Larsen 

Dec. 15 -  LuAnn Amberson 

Dec. 15 -  Dave Willemssen 

Dec. 17 -  Carol Balvance 

Dec. 23 -  Darin Whitney 

Dec. 24 - Carol Boom 

Dec. 25 - Donna Beeney 

Dec. 27 -  Kelly Whitney 



Thank you to everyone who came out and sang 
Happy Birthday to Ina on her 95th Birthday! 
Such a special day for a special lady and your 

participation made her day complete!  



Thank you for all the prayers, flow-

ers, cards, help and good wishes  

during my  recent knee replacement 

and  continuing therapy.  

Your kindness means so much. 

God bless you all, 

Donna Beeney 

A BIG THANK YOU 

The bible tells us in Luke 6:38; “Give 
and it will be given to you. A good 
measure, pressed down, shaken to-
gether and running over, will be poured 
into your lap. For with the measure you 
use, it will be measured to you.” 

On behalf of the Stewardship Commit-
tee, we would like to thank you all for 
sending in your Pledge card. You have 
been faithful to give to the ministry of 
the Lord. Your generosity is greatly ap-
preciated, but most importantly, never 
overlooked by God. 



Four Ways to Share This Christmas Season! 

First of all thank you for your contributions to Samaritan’s Purse through the Shoebox Project. 

24 boxes and about $200.00 dollars to cover the shipping costs were delivered on Saturday to 

the collection center. There will be many happy children this Christmas because of your gener-

osity. 

The first December mission project is the JOY offering sponsored by the Presbyterian Church 

to support current and former church leaders through the Assistance Program of the Board of 

Pensions. 50% of the JOY offering goes to that project and the other half goes to Presbyterian-

related schools and colleges equipping communities of color. 

The other three missions are local. Once again we are contributing hats, mittens, and scarves 

to the local CAP Agency. There is a table set up in the hallway at the church where you can 

place your contributions to CAP. The Deadline for this project is December 20. 

You may want to contribute to the Adopt- A- Senior.  In a 

reusable bag, you can place items that a senior may 

need: paper towels, toilet paper, dish soap, towels, 

Kleenex, slipper socks, puzzles, books, greeting cards, 

note cards, stamps, coffee, gift cards($10.00), and a per-

sonal note. These bags can also be placed on the hallway 

table. The deadline for this project is December 14. 

The last project is the Adopt-A-Family project. 

Through the CAP Agency First Presbyterian has been 

given a family with 4 children. By signing up, we 

agreed to a financial obligation of $50.00 per child 

plus one 50.00 gift card for the parents. If you would 

like to join in this project, please call Mission Chair 

Edie Cook at 952-445-4864 to receive the age and gift 

idea for your adopted child. The deadline for this pro-

ject is December 10. 

During this time of the pandemic, we realize that many of you will not want to shop. You can 
send a check to the church and we will shop for you! Please indicate on the check that it is for 
missions and for which mission (if you have a preference). 

Drop off times for hats, mittens, scarves or Senior bags are Tues, Wed, Thurs from 8-2 when 
Diana is in the office. 

The Mission Committee is excited about all of these ways we can share our love for Christ in 
our local and world wide communities.  




