
November 
newsletter 

Celebrating, Serving, Loving & Growing 

with God and Each Other  

Monthly Newsletter of First Presbyterian Church / November 2020 

909 Marschall Road | Shakopee, MN 55379 | 952 -445-3562 | shakopeefpc@gmail.com  



“Do not remember the former things, 

    or consider the things of old. 

I am about to do a new thing; 

    now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 

I will make a way in the wilderness 

    and rivers in the desert.” (Isaiah 43: 18, 19) 

Dear Friends, 

On Sunday November 8, we will be concluding our stewardship campaign for this year.  During 

the time we have been away from the building, you have been faithful in your financial sup-

port for the church and in your personal commitments to carrying out the ongoing mission of 

Shakopee First Presbyterian Church.  Once again, we ask for your continued support for the 

ministry of this church into the coming year.  Through the gifts of your time and your particu-

lar skills, and through your financial support, we will continue the ministry of this church. 

During this year, the deacons and the elders have been dedicated to reaching out to you in 

your homes.  By making telephone calls, by delivering communion kits and devotionals, and 

by sending cards, to name just a few things, our deacons and elders have demonstrated a 

deep and abiding love for you, the members of this church.  And it has not just been our cur-

rent deacons, many of you have made and sent countless cards, or have sewn masks and 

offered them to members, and have kept in touch with others by telephone.  You have also 

held our members up in prayer during times of sickness, injury, grief and distress.   

And as we look at ways we can support this church, the obvious one is financial support.  In-

deed, we need that.  But we also need your prayer, your participation, and your vision.  A 

church rich in prayer, participation, and vision will always have a future.  Pandemic or not,  re-

gardless of the outcome of the election, a church rich in prayer, participation, and vision will 

always bring kingdom of heaven values to this world, especially in the most trying of times.  

To this, we are all called. 

Would you consider serving as a member of the Board of Deacons or the Session?  For some 

of you out there, this might be the most important stewardship commitment you could make 

this year.  The deacons focus on the ministry of compassion of the church, and the elders fo-

cus on administration and vision.  Both are especially important at this time, and come Janu-

ary we will need to bring new members on the Deacon Board and Session.   

Finally, many of you are asking the question “when will we be able to meet in church again?”  



We ask that question at each session meeting.  Even as we do not have a specific answer for 

that question, we are working toward that end.  The first necessary step to getting back to-

gether in the building is to adopt a detailed plan which is required by the state of Minnesota.   

The plan includes a requirement for new equipment and supplies.  There are specific instruc-

tions and expectations for all involved in implementing the plan as well as those attending the 

service.  There is also a significant number of volunteers needed each Sunday to usher people 

in and out of the building.  This plan was approved at our last meeting of the Session.   

There is a distinction, however, between having the plan and implementing it.  At this time, 

we are neither fully prepared to implement the logistics of the plan, nor have we determined 

that the conditions are right to implement it.   

We discuss it in each Session meeting, and so far we have concluded that the risk is still too 

high.  As individual elders and as a session we are all praying for guidance.   

We are currently in the middle of a nationwide spike in Covid 19 cases, and we believe it is ir-

responsible to resume in person worship during a spike in cases.  At our next Session meeting, 

we will adopt a second plan which will use available measurements to determine a good com-

promise on getting back to in-person gatherings.  In the mean time we will continue to do all 

we can to make the ministry of this church be felt by our members and our community.   

The times are challenging, and the times are changing.  But the earliest churches faced chang-

ing and challenging times too.  In those tumultuous times, they synthesized their growing 

faith and their trust in God to meet the demands of their time.  Their faithful and prophetic 

imagination gives us hope in our time as well! 

Grace and peace to you, 

Pastor Scott 

We all want  to resume in person gatherings, and we are all keenly aware of the void 
many of us are feeling because we are not meeting in person.   



September Session Minutes 







November 3 

Beryl Kleaver 

November 5 

Marlis Whitney 

November 10 

Amy Myhre 

November 15 

Kris Underwood 

November 20 

Kassie Underwood 

November 22 

Jamie Schanus 

 

*If you would like to be removed from the Prayers of the People list 
or know of someone who should be,  please let the office know. 

Prayers of the People 

November 1 

Ron Seelye 

November 8 

Sue Sergeant 

November 15 

Mary Etta Shiner 

November 22 

Betty Snyder 

November 29 

Ray & Sue Taylor 

NOVEMBER 
PRAYER 

FAMILIES 



 

Please remem-
ber to have your 
2021 Pledge 
card returned 

to the office no later than, 
Thursday, November 5, so 
that the 2021 Budget can be 
prepared for approval at the 
November session meeting. 

Happy Thanksgiving!  “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast 
love endures forever.” -Psalm 136:1.  Our prayers to each of you and your family 
for a blessed Thanksgiving.  Please contact a Deacon if you have any needs.  In 
Christ’s love,  
Carol Balvance 952-240-4755 Jim Perry 716-741-2947 
Lyle Crider 651-592-6575 Rose Schmitz 612-670-6309 
Verneil Ewert 952-237-2201 Kathy Vanoni 952-496-0311 
Marinda Gay 952-445-1031 Harriet Volding 218-209-1982 





A Big THANK YOU to 

PHIL RUDELL  

for diligently working 

to get our flag up and 

proudly flying! 

Also, THANK YOU to 

the men who work faithfully each week 

keeping the lawn groomed and leaves 

picked up! We are blessed to have such 

a great group! 

God Bless each one of you! 


