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Big “Thank You’ to Wayne Tietz for fixing the 
basketball goal that was in need of repairs! 



Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves.  
Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others.  Let the same mind be in 
you that was in Christ Jesus, 

who, though he was in the form of God, 
    did not regard equality with God 
    as something to be exploited, 
but emptied himself, 
    taking the form of a slave, 
    being born in human likeness.   (Philippians 2:3-8) 
 
This passage was one of the lectionary choices for Sunday, September 27.  I would have liked to 
preach a theologically rich sermon on it, but a passage from Exodus spoke more to me that week 
than this one.  I remember studying this passage in college while reflecting on the theological topic 
of “Christology.”  It was in Al Glen’s Theology class at Bethel College, and we discussed it in the com-
mon context of both the divine and human natures of Christ.   
 
While it is an important statement about who Christ is, it is perhaps even more importantly, a state-
ment of how Christ calls us to be.  This month, we are going into the final stretch of the 2020 presi-
dential election, and in our nationwide conversation, if we can even call it that, we are finding a sub-
stantial lack of humility.   
 
Humility is one of those Christ-like qualities we are called to emulate.  But humility is a strange char-
acteristic to strive for.  After all, saying I have it might be a pretty good sign I don’t!  There was a man 
in the church where I grew up who was always publicly extolled for his humility, and I always found 
that to be a bit of a contradiction.  Whether or not he was truly the humble man he was extolled to 
be, I do not know, but he seemed like a nice enough guy, and he did not seem to feign humility to 
assert the superiority of his point of view. 
 
How could we seek to emulate Christ?  This passage gives us a few hints.  “Let each of you look not to 
your own interests, but to the interests of others.”  That is not an easy thing to do.  Because we can 
always convince ourselves we considering the interests of others, when really our own interests are 
speaking so loudly that we cannot tell the difference.  We need empathy to be able to tell the differ-
ence.  The great example we have for that is God stepping away from all divine power, privilege, and 
knowledge, and becoming human.  It is central to our faith, and it is central to our practice as well. 
 
Liberty, Equality and Fraternity was the motto of the French revolution and a significant influence in 
the enlightenment and the American political process, even though those aims have so far proven 
illusive to many groups of people.  Let us seek to understand our world with the radical approach 
modeled by Christ by emptying ourselves of what we think we know.  And let us seek to model our 
faith by the values clearly modeled by Christ.  Among them are humility, empathy and compassion.   



August Session Minutes 





October 3 
Zachary Jonasen 

October 4 
John Lindmeyer 

Nathaniel Nicholas 

October 6 
Diane Jonasen 

October 8 
Jesse Schanus 

October 14 
Merry Theis 

Roberta Crider 

October 15 
Barbara Runge 

Onyinye Anunike 

October 19 
Traci Portwood 

October Birthdays 
October 21 

Jay Portwood 
Claire Benson 

October 23 
Kathryn Laridaen 

October 24 
Amelia Portwood 

October 30 
Ina Lipke 

Victorine Akufongwe 

 

*If you would like to be removed from the Prayers of the People list 
or know of someone who should be,  please let the office know. 

Prayers of the People 

Ina Lipke – Tony Worrell – Steve Haeg – Ron Seelye  

Betty Snyder – Steven Beeney – Betty Engel  

Wally Bishop – Dorothy Herrgott  - Sindy Huth 

Ken Luhring – Jerry Frank – Karen Krueger – Ray Taylor 

Louise Prom – Veneta Anderson - Mike Brooks 

Roger Ackerman – Rachel Schmitz Family 

Donna Case  – Lyle & Roberta Crider Family 

Gaylen Case – Linda Brooks – David & Mary Loftness 

Wanda & Dale Theel – Ray Kruger Family 

October 4October 4  
Barb Runge 

October 11October 11  
Jim, Lucy, Jamie, Jesse, 

Krystal Schanus 

October 18October 18  
Daryl & Jean ScheerHoorn 

October 25October 25  
Rose Schmitz 

PRAY FOR OUR FAMILIESPRAY FOR OUR FAMILIES 



 

Striving for  
95 

Birthday Cards! 
Ina Lipke is turning ‘95’ on October 30! 

Let’s help her celebrate and send her a 

card to acknowledge this momentous day.  

Ina Lipke 
Friendship Manor, Room 207B 
1340 West 3rd Ave. 
Shakopee, MN 55379 

This is the day on which many churches in the United States and Canada begin their campaign for 
financial support for the coming year, and we do it like-wise. The term “Stewardship” refers to 
Christian and Jewish teaching that all creation belongs to God and that each woman or man is an 
agent or steward to whom God’s property is entrusted for a while. On this Sunday each year, 
churches appeal to their member’s sense of responsibility as stewards of the money God has en-
trusted to them. 

This Covid-19 pandemic creates for us many challenges, as we were accustomed. You will receive 
in the mail a pledge card, and we kindly ask you to complete the card gratefully and return it the 
office, or mail it back, on or before November 8th, 2020; which is Dedication Sunday. 

We thank you for your generosity in 2020 and we hope to count on you in 2021! 

Stewardship Committee 



NEWS 

Fall is in the air!  What a beautiful time of the year.  During the month of September the 
Deacons supported our Back to School August Mission with a $300 donation.  We also do-
nated to the Cap Agency where every $1.00 donation that comes in has the buying power of 
$9.00 at the food bank.  In addition to providing basic needs like clothing, shelter and food 
to local residents, donations also help sustain the Agency’s mobile food shelf by delivering 
hot meals to about 150 seniors.  The Deacons also approved to use $1,000 of the undesig-
nated memorial money for a new office computer.  Please contact any one of your Deacons 
if you have any needs or just want to talk.  In Christ’s love..  

Carol Balvance 952-240-4755 Jim Perry 716-741-2947 

Lyle Crider 651-592-6575 Rose Schmitz 612-670-6309 

Verneil Ewert 952-237-2201 Kathy Vanoni 952-496-0311 

Marinda Gay 952-445-1031 Harriet Volding 218-209-1982 

 

Big Thank You to Deacons, 

Our church office computer has an 
outdated operating system and 
the Deacons came to the “Rescue” 
with a generous monetary contri-
bution. 

On behalf of the Congregation and 
the Administrative Committee a 
well deserved  

Thank You! 




