
JULY 
newsletter 

Monthly Newsletter of First Presbyterian Church / July 2020 

909 Marschall Road | Shakopee, MN 55379 | 952 -445-3562 | shakopeefpc@gmail.com  

Celebrating, Serving, Loving & Growing Celebrating, Serving, Loving & Growing with God with God and Each Other and Each Other   

Now the Lord is the Spirit,Now the Lord is the Spirit,  and where the Spirit of the Lord is, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is freedom.                                                there is freedom.                                                2 Corinthians 3:172 Corinthians 3:17  



Adaobi’s Angle 

Pastor’s Page 
So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, 

everything has become new!  (II Corinthians 5:17) 

“As a deer longs for flowing streams, 
    so my soul longs for you, O God. 
My soul thirsts for God, 
    for the living God. 
When shall I come and behold 
    the face of God?” 
 
Some of you are wondering when we will be able to get back to worshiping in our building again.  It is a 
question I hear often, and it is also a question our deacons often hear as we keep in contact with our 
members.  We see people going about their business as if nothing unusual is happening around us and 
begin to wonder what the point is in keeping our distance when others do not seem particularly con-
cerned on their end. 
 
We miss worship, we miss community, and we miss our routine as well. 
 
“These things I remember, 
    as I pour out my soul: 
how I went with the throng,*a+ 
    and led them in procession to the house of God, 
with glad shouts and songs of thanksgiving, 
    a multitude keeping festival. 
Why are you cast down, O my soul, 
    and why are you disquieted within me? 
Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, 
    my help.” 
 
You may recognize these words as those of the writer of Psalm 42.  In this Psalm, the writer is over-
whelmed with feelings of loneliness, is feeling disconnected from community, and is feeling like God is 
far away.  It is not unreasonable for the writer to have these feelings, for one of God’s most powerful 
instruments of grace is that of community, yet the writer continues to hope in God’s promises.   
 
We continue to be faced with the conflicting values of being together in community and keeping one 
another safe by doing our best to prevent the spread of the Covid 19 virus.  The session decided last 
week that, for the time being, the best course of action is to continue the practice of worshipping 
online. 
 
As we continue to worship online, we will be working at adapting our practices to assure that no mem-
ber is left behind.  After all that is a primary gospel value we are called to model and proclaim, just as 
Jesus did in his ministry.   I and the members of the Session are open to suggestions as to how we can 
best enhance our worship and community as we work on improving our online presence and seek to 
maintain caring connection within our community of faith. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+42&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-14560a


Over the past month, we have been able to begin leading worship from our sanctuary.  The only peo-
ple at the church, however, are those directly involved in the service.  The primary advantage of this is 
that we are able to have our music provided by Jan, our very own piano player.  We are also able to 
stream to two platforms:  one being Zoom, and the other being Facebook Live.  Eventually we will have 
the routine ironed out to the point where our services will look more like what you were accustomed 
to prior to going online.  If you wish to see the first successful Facebook Live stream, it is recorded and 
stored on our church Facebook page. 
 
While it is a struggle to maintain a sense of community during this time, you are doing remarkably well 
at being a community of faithful disciples.  We continue to learn, to grow, and adapt.  This ability to 
adapt is crucial to the continuing life of the church.  If we can adapt to this, then we can also adapt to 
what is needed for this church to continue to share the Good News of Jesus with future generations. 
 
Be Well, 
 
Pastor Scott  

The Deacon's are keeping busy during these unusual times by contacting our  congregation through phone 
calls and cards.  We are here to offer you support and encouragement.  We delivered communion kits to 
our members allowing us to break bread together in the Sacrament of Holy communion (through Zoom) 
the first Sunday in June and will continue this process indefinitely.  If you would like any additional com-
munion kits or have any other needs please contact any of your Deacons.  In Christ's love,  

Carol Balvance 952-240-4755 Jim Perry 716-741-2947 

Lyle Crider 651-592-6575 Rose Schmitz 612-670-6309 

Verneil Ewert 952-237-2201 Kathy Vanoni 952-496-0311 

Marinda Gay 952-445-1031 Harriet Volding 218-209-1982 







July 3 Pat Zwart 

July 9 Mary Etta Shriner 

July 10 Jan Oliverson 
 Betty Hvidsten 
 Tom Mast 

July 14 Lynn Loewing 
 Tim Underwood 

July 19 Lyle Crider 

July 22 Richard Allison  

 

*If you would like to be removed from the Prayers of the People list 
or know of someone who should be,  please let the office know. 

July 5July 5  
Carol Mears 

July 12July 12  
Todd & Amy Myhre 

Austin & Taylor 

July 19July 19  
Steve & Annette Nicholas 

Nathan & Jenna 

July 26July 26  
Richard & Frieda Olin 

PRAY FOR OUR FAMILIESPRAY FOR OUR FAMILIES 

Prayers of the People 

Ina Lipke – Tony Worrell – Steve Haeg – Ron Seelye  

Betty Snyder – Steven Beeney – Betty Engel  

Wally Bishop – Dorothy Herrgott  - Sindy Huth 

Ken Luhring – Jerry Frank – Karen Krueger 

Louise Prom – Veneta Anderson - Mike Brooks 

Roger Ackerman – Rachel Schmitz Family 

Donna Case  – Lyle & Roberta Crider Family 

Gaylen Case – Linda Brooks – Ray Taylor 

Wanda & Dale Theel – Ray Kruger Family 



Zoom Meetings 

10:00 am Sunday Services 
& 

2:00 pm 
Wednesday Bible Studies 

via Zoom  

Also Committee Mtgs & 

July 14 
10:00 am Deacon’s Mtg 

--- 

July 16 
6:30 pm Session Mtg 

*until further notice* 

Dear Friends at First Presbyterian, 

In our deep grief at the sudden loss of our beloved daughter Krissy, 
we were so comforted by the loving notes and memorials from all of 
you dear friends.  The memories shared touched us deeply and we 
will always hold them in our hearts.  Kris loved her family and 

friends and this church home so profoundly — life won’t be the same 
for us but we know she’s at home with Jesus.  We would ask for 

continued prayers for her two boys and our family. 

We thank each one of you and love you. 

The Crider Family  




