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January 
newsletter 

Celebrating, Serving, Loving & Growing Celebrating, Serving, Loving & Growing with God with God and Each Other and Each Other   

 Mark Your Calendar  

CHURCH EVENTS 

 
Jan 8 – W&CE Meeting (FH) 

  6:30 pm 

 – Women’s Bible Study (FH) 

  2:00 pm 

Jan 9 – TAC Meeting (FH) 

  11:00 am 

 – M&O Meeting (FH) 

  1:30 pm 

Jan 13 – Game Day (FH) 

  9:30 am 

Jan 14 – Deacon’s Meeting (FH) 

  10:00 am 

Jan 16 – Session Meeting (SS1) 

  9:30 am 

Jan 26 – Annual Meeting/Luncheon 

  11:00 am 



I will complete my one-year contract as your interim pastor in early January, and the Session 
and Personnel Committee have been working to hire a pastor to be in place soon after I leave.  
(I am writing this on January 17th, as the newsletter is being produced before Diana leaves for 
her Christmas vacation.)  My prayer is that you will welcome and support the new pastor as 
she or he works with the Session and gets to know members.   

I am grateful for the opportunity to have served First Presbyterian this past year.  Working 
closely with the Session and the Administrative Commission of the Presbytery, I found open-
ness within the Session and from members, as hard questions were asked and a future vision 
for this congregation began to take shape.  The work to develop this vision has just begun!  I 
hope that you will continue to pray for the church leadership, ask questions and discover 
what you can do, and take the time to encourage and support all who are involved. 

As I mentioned in my sermon on December 15th, I am excited that the Mission and Outreach 
Committee is beginning to connect First Presbyterian with Beacon Interfaith’s work, address-
ing homelessness in Scott Country.  Roberta and Lyle Crider are not on this committee, but 
have expressed a clear commitment to this area of ministry.  I hope you will join them and 
M&O, as mission opportunities to address homelessness continue to develop. 

The work of the deacons in this congregation is amazing.  I have been both grateful and im-
pressed with the scope of work they do and the attentive care they provide members of this 
church. Thanks to Loren Wolfe and Carol Balvance who serve as the Personnel Committee, 
which supports the pastor. 

Thank you to those who invited me into your lives and homes.  Thank you to all who teach, 
lead, visit, encourage and invest in lots of ways in this church!   And special thanks for those I 
worked most closely with: Jan Oliverson, Diana Norman and Dave Willemssen. A lot is done 
behind the scenes and I am grateful for their work.  Also, it was great fun to plan worship with 
Jan! 

The Presbytery has clear “separation ethics” that requires a pastor to say good-bye and end 
connections with members of the church, so that new relationships can develop with your 
new pastor.  I will lead worship and say goodbye on January 5th.  I will not miss commuting 
down H169, but I will miss you.   

May 2020 bring many blessings to this church and all its members!  



November Session Minutes 





January 5 
Verneil Ewert 
January 123 

Dan & Kelly Ewert 
January 19 

Kaaren Fleischer 
January 26 
Bev Friend 

PRAY FOR 

OUR 

FAMILIES 

 Jan 1 Sheila Obeng 

 Pauline Akufongwe 

 Jan 2 Dorothy Herrgott 

 Jan 7 Diane Jonasen   

 Jan 12 Linda Brooks 

 Jan 13 James Schanus 

 Jan 14 Jerome Jenny 

 Jan 18 Shirley Bjork 

 Jan 25 Rose Schmitz 

 Jan 26 Scott Theis 

 Jan 30 Austin Myhre 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYSJANUARY BIRTHDAYS  

 

 PRAYERS 
  of the PEOPLE 

Pat Zwart – Sindy Huth –Roberta Crider  
Karen Krueger – Wally Bishop –  Betty Snyder  
Steven Beeney –  Betty Engel  – Ken Luhring  

Patty Shannon –  JoAnn Kruger – Roger Ackerman 
Steve Haeg– Dorothy Herrgott  –  Gaylen Case 

Linda Brooks –  Ray Taylor –Wanda & Dale Theel  
Joe Jenny –  Jerry Frank – Lester Entz 



                                     As 2019 came to and end, our last month was 
                                       filled with Love......  

                                        * the Advent Season -  we prepared for the 
                                          birth of Jesus. 

                                           * Christmas eve and Christmas day - was a 
                                              celebration of His birth.  

                                              We were blessed to hear the Sunday 
                                          school children sing, and we blessed them 
                                    with the annual Deacon treat bags! 

 

Now as we begin 2020, we will continue our service to others.  

Visitation, giving rides, serving on our church committees, serving meals 
- are just a few of the things we do.   

Be sure to contact us if you need a ride or a visit. 

Happy New Year to you! 



Thank you to our church family and friends for your 
concerns, prayers, cards, and food at the time of our 
brother’s illnesses and deaths. We have many fond 
memories of them and give thanks for their lives. 

With  gratitude, Dick & Frieda Olin 

Thank you to all for the prayers and support in the 
latest hospitalization of Steven (currently in Bemidji 

hospital) and hopefully recovery is near. 

Thanks again, Donna Beeney 




