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Celebrating, Serving, Loving & Growing Celebrating, Serving, Loving & Growing with God with God and Each Other and Each Other   

NO SUNDAY 

SCHOOL:  

December 1 

December 22 

December 29 



This is a wonderful time of celebrations at First Presbyterian!  Last Sunday, we celebrated 

Thanksgiving with a delicious potluck dinner.  Thank you to everyone who brought food and en-

joyed the fellowship and sharing of the meal.  Special thanks to the Deacons and the Worship and 

Christian Education Committee. 

We also were blessed in worship with the choir singing a beautiful anthem; thanks to LuAnn and 

pianist JoAnn.  With the shoeboxes sent off for Christmas, the table in our narthex was filled with 

Adopt-a-Senior bags as money was collected for Adopt-a-Family.  We are so blessed in our own 

lives, and it is wonderful to see the ways this congregation is a blessing to others!  This month, 

please remember to bring (early in the month) hats, gloves and mittens to decorate the Christmas 

Giving Tree.  

December brings the Season of Advent, as once again we await the coming of our Savior’s birth 

on Christmas. Each Sunday’s worship will begin with members lighting a candle that points us to 

God’s gifts of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love.  Most Sundays will also have special music.  And then 

we will gather on Christmas Eve, as the Christ Candle is lit and we hear again the Scripture Les-

sons and sing the Hymns that tell of God’s greatest Gift to all. 

The Session continues to develop its vision for the church’s future, as your leaders continue to 

explore the possibilities for church life within the “parallel churches” model.  The primary as-

sumptions are that First Presbyterian will continue as is and, as was carefully described in the 

Session letter published in last month’s newsletter, the hope is to invite the Presbytery to begin 

exploring the development of a new Presbyterian church or worshipping community that would 

(within a few years) begin to share the church’s property and building, so that in the years to 

come First Presbyterian and the new church would be “parallel” congregations. 

But there are many questions to be asked and issues to be anticipated.  Who might be the primary 

focus for a new congregation, perhaps reaching out to a younger, more diverse community of 

Shakopee?  How might it work initially -- and over time -- for two congregations to share the 

church building?  What might staff be like; for example, might each church have its own pastor 

or eventually might one pastor serve both congregations?  There are lots of questions that the Ses-

sion members are exploring.  And they know it is essential during this time that they hear what 

ideas and questions other members have.  The members of Session are reaching out to you; they 

also welcome you initiating conversations with them.  (Session includes LuAnn, Gene, Roberta, 

Jan, Rene, Loren, and Gary.) 

As was announced last month, I will be leaving in January, at the completion of my one-year con-

tract.  It has been a blessing to serve this church; my last day will be Sunday, January 5th.   The 

Personnel Committee, chaired by Loren Wolfe, is already working with the Presbytery, with the 

hope a new pastor will be in place soon after I leave. 

May this Season of Advent expectations and Christmas joy be filled with blessings for you and 

those you love,  



October Minutes 





December 12 
Gene Chapman 

December 8 
Edie Cook 

December 15 
Lyle & Roberta Crider 

December 22 
Karl Disney 

December 29 
Bill & Betty Engel 

Pat Zwart – Sindy Huth 

Jane Rockwell Family – Roberta Crider 

Betty Snyder – Steven Beeney 

Betty Engel – Karen Fahler Family 

Ken Luhring – Jerry Frank – Karen Krueger 

Sue Sergeant 

JoAnn Kruger – Roger Ackerman 

Steve Haeg– Dorothy Herrgott 

Gaylen Case – Linda Brooks – Ray Taylor  

Dec.   6 - Todd Boom 

Dec.   9 - Ronald Geis 

Dec. 9  -  Alice Larsen 

Dec. 15 -  LuAnn Amberson 

Dec. 15 -  Dave Willemssen 

Dec. 17 -  Carol Balvance 

Dec. 23 - Darin Whitney 

Dec. 24 - Carol Boom 

Dec. 25 - Donna Beeney 

Dec. 27 -  Kelly Whitney 

Pat Zwart – Sindy Huth – Jane Rockwell Family  

Roberta Crider – Family of Alex Hughes - Betty Snyder 

Steven Beeney – Betty Engel – Karen Fahler Family 

Ken Luhring – Jerry Frank – Karen Krueger 

Patty Shannon – Ruby Hughes - JoAnn Kruger 

Roger Ackerman – Steve Haeg– Dorothy Herrgott 

Duane Meier - Gaylen Case – Linda Brooks – Ray Taylor 

Wanda & Dale Theel – Lester Entz  

*If you would like to be removed from the Prayers of the People list or 

know of someone who should be, please let the office know. 

 PRAYERS 
of the PEOPLE 

DECEMBER 
PRAYER FAMILIES 

The Church Office will be closed  
December 23, 2019 

through 
January 3, 2020 

Diana will be back in office on Tuesday, January 7, 2020 



Church Calendar 

 Dec 4 – W&CE Committee Mtg 

 6:30 pm (FH) 

 Dec 5 – Admin Committee Mtg 

 11:00 am (FH) 

 M&O Committee Mtg 

 1:30 pm (FH) 

 Dec 9 – Game Day 

 9:30 am (FH) 

 Dec 10 – Deacon’s Mtg 

 10:00 am (FH) 

 Dec 11 – Women’s Bible Study 

 2:00 pm (FH) 

 Dec 19 – Session Mtg 

 6:30 pm (SS1) 

 Dec 24 – Christmas Eve Service 

 6:00 pm 

2020 



                                                         The Holiday season is here! The Deacon's have been busy deliver-      

                                                            ing a delicious cinnamon bread to all the Seniors.  We hope you 

                                                                enjoyed the bread and the visit. 

                                                                 As I write this, we are also preparing for the Thanksgiving po 

                                                                    luck...Nov.24th. It is so fun to have this annual dinner.  Hope 

                                                                       everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving! 

                                                                         December 8th, the Sunday school children will be sing- 

                                                           ing, and we will have a treat for all the "youngsters"...... 

                                         We are also available to give rides to church on Sunday. If you are in need of 

                         a ride, you can contact Lyle Crider at 952-496-0822, and he will make sure someone 

                 will pick you up. 

Your Deacons are as follows:  Mary Wolfe, Carol Balvance, Letty Loggers, Harriet Volding, Lyle Crider, 

Jim Perry, Kathy Vanoni, Rose Schmitz, and Verneil Ewert. 

Remember the "Reason"  for this season!!! 

Christmas Blessings to you all!  




