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- PLEASE NOTE - 

NO 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

DECEMBER 1, 

DECEMBER 22 & 

DECEMBER 29 

SESSION UPDATE: 

Planning for 
the Future 
on next 
page 

The congregation at 

First Presbyterian 

Church loves music. 

We especially appreciate those who 

share their talents and gifts to bring us 

special music. 

The Music and Worship Team is looking 

ahead to the Advent and Christmas sea-

son. Our goal is to provide meaningful 

worship services.  If you have a friend or 

relative that is willing to bring us special 

music during this time period, we would 

be thrilled. 

Because we plan services in 

advance, please communicate 

with Jan Oliverson by 

December 1. 



S E S S I O N  

U P DAT E  
We have promised to keep you informed as the Session, working with the Administrative Commission (AC), has ex-

plored possible ways for this church to move into the future.  We are beginning to make decisions that we want to 

share with you and ask for your input, so this letter is being both shared in worship on October 27 th and published in 

the November newsletter.   

Last January, at the Session’s request, the Presbytery elected the AC to “come alongside” the Session, to help us 

carefully examine where our church is at this time, and how we might envision and move toward a viable future as 

God’s people.  As we have done our work, two priorities emerged: (1) to value the congregation that is currently ac-

tive, in how we worship, fellowship and practice ministry, and (2) to recognize how much Shakopee (including our 

neighborhood) has changed in the past two decades.  Our overall goal is that there be a healthy, vital Presbyterian 

presence in Shakopee for years to come, and we believe God is leading us in a new and exciting way.    

After exploring different models for church re-development, the Session have voted unanimously to focus on the 

“parallel model”, as this most clearly supports both of our priorities.  In brief, this model encourages us to continue 

being the church we are, in our worship, fellowship and ministry.  But, in recognizing both the reality of being primarily 

an older congregation and the changing face of the Shakopee community, we hope to encourage the Presbytery of 

the Twin Cities Area to begin a Presbyterian new church development (NCD) that in the next few years might begin to 

share our property.  This vision for the future honors both the continuing presence of our historic congregation, as well 

as serving God by reaching out to a different population new to our Shakopee community.   

Over the past nine months, your Session has prayed, listened to God, each other and the AC, and had conversa-

tions with other members of the church.  Pastor Barbara Anne has encouraged us to carefully listen for God’s will as 

we met together, and as each elder met individually with her to talk and pray.  We took an honest look at the congre-

gation and our leaders (both currently on Session and those in leadership in other ways), and we claimed that we are 

faithful, caring, and desire to continue to be this church, even as we had to admit that most members are older, a bit 

tired, and do not  have the energy to engage in the radical changes that might make our congregation inviting to 

younger adults and families.  What younger adults look for in a church, in terms of worship styles, activities and com-

munity involvement, is quite different from who we are.  And our neighborhood has become quite diverse.  

We believe the “parallel model” will be a way we can continue, while recognizing that God calls us to care for the 

future of God’s church in the community.  The AC is working with us, as we plan to explore possibilities with the Pres-

bytery.  (At this point the Presbytery has no plans for a new church in this area.) 

We cannot go to the Presbytery with any request until the members of this church have talked about the implications 

and expectations of this potential shift in our future.  We will take the next weeks to ask you to talk with us on Session, 

and there will be a congregational meeting and vote before anything involving a new church development can begin.  

So, we will not begin a conversation with the Presbytery until the congregation has approved it.  At this point, we on 

Session have as many questions about this possibility as you do, so we invite you into our conversation.  And before 

any congregational meeting is held, you will receive more information from us. 

We look forward to talking with you, and ask for your continuing prayers, 

Session: Ruling Elders LuAnn Amberson, Gene Chapman, Roberta Crider, Jan Oliverson, Rene’ Vanoni, Gary 

Volding, Loren Wolfe, and Pastor Barbara Anne Keely  



 

 Dear Friends,  

I know most of you have heard that my last day with you will be Sunday, January 5th, as I complete my one-

year contract with First Presbyterian in January. (I am using two weeks of unused vacation; my contract goes 

to January 15th.) I am grateful for the opportunity to have been your pastor; it has been a joy to lead worship, 

teach classes and get to know so many of you on a more personal basis. Being with you has been a blessed 

time for me.  

A core part of my contract was to work with the Session and the Administrative Committee through their 

work, addressed in the Session’s letter on page 2. It has been a challenging year, as the Session has worked 

hard to discern God’s directions for this congregation, and I am hopeful the next steps they will take, with the 

assistance of the AC, will give you a renewed sense of God’s Presence among you.  

Although my contract only required a one-month notice, as soon as I was sure of my timing, I gave Session 

three months. My hope is that the Session (through the Personnel Committee), working with the AC and the 

Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry, will secure a new pastor for you in the near future. If there is an initial 

gap, the Worship Committee will make sure you continue to have strong worship leadership and preaching  

I have enjoyed teaching the Bible studies on Wednesday afternoon, which end on November 6th. And thanks 

to those who have participated in the “Sermon Scriptures, Previewed” on Sunday mornings. Because of other 

commitments I have some upcoming Sunday mornings (including learning to play bells!), this class will end 

on November 24th.  

As the Session and Congregation continue to explore this church’s future in fellowship and ministry, I remind 

you of Rene’s words on October 20th, announcing the stewardship focus for 2020:  

“Our stewardship theme and focus for 2020 is To Be 100%.  

 100% Passion for God -loving God with all our hearts  

 100% Participation in church life -the need for every gift to grow together in Christlikeness  

 100% Prayers for dependence -we deeply need and rely on God.  

 100% Pledge to financially support the work of this church – as we move with God’s Spirit into the future.  

 

November 10, 2019 will be Dedication Sunday and, in a special offering, we will collect the pledge cards. If 

you can’t be there, please return your card to the office through mail or in person before or soon after Novem-

ber 10th. Prayerfully consider your stewardship to your church, as we hope to hit our goal of 100%. May God 

richly bless you for your loving service, generosity and faithful hearts!”  

And my personal wish to you is this: May this time of Thanksgiving fill your heart, mind and all that you do, 

as we acknowledge all of God’s blessings in our lives!  



September Minutes 





November 3 
Beryl Kleaver 

November 5 
Marlis Whitney 

November 10 
Amy Myhre 

November 15 
Kris Underwood 

November 20 
Kassie Underwood 

November 22 
Jamie Schanus 

November 3 
Abby Bosard 

November 10 
Mike & Linda Brooks 

November 17 
Gaylen & Donna Case 

November 24 
Margaret Chamberlin 

NOVEMBER 
PRAYER 
FAMILIES 

Pat Zwart – Sindy Huth – Jane Rockwell Family 

Roberta Crider – Betty Snyder – Steven Beeney 

Betty Engel – Karen Fahler Family 

Ken Luhring – Jerry Frank – Karen Krueger 

Sue Sergeant – JoAnn Kruger – Roger Ackerman 

Steve Haeg– Dorothy Herrgott – Gaylen Case 

Linda Brooks – Ray Taylor – Patty Shannon 

*If you would like to be removed from the Prayers of the People list or know of 
someone who should be,  please let the office know. 

Prayers of the People 



Kenya Kids UpdatesKenya Kids Updates   





Church Events 
 Nov 6

th
 – Adult Study Time 

  2:00 pm (FH) 

 – W&CE Meeting 

  6:30 pm (FH) 

 Nov 7
th

 – TAC Meeting 

  11:00 am (FH) 

 – M&O Meeting 

  1:30 pm (FH) 

 Nov 10
th

 – Dedication Sunday 

  10:00 am (S) 

 Nov 11
th

 – Game Day 

  9:30 am (FH) 

 Nov 12
th

 – Deacon’s Meeting 

  6:30 pm (FH) 

 Nov 13
th

 – Women’s Bible Study 

  2:00 pm (FH) 

 Nov 21
st

 – Session Meeting 

  6:30 pm (SS1) 

 Nov 24
th

 – Thanksgiving Potluck 

  11:30 am (FH) 

 

                                                         The Deacon's want to thank all of you that attended our Women's 
                                                           Tea (and brought friends)  on October 12th. We sold 51 tickets! 
                                                             Everyone had a great afternoon having tea, dessert, and listen- 
                                                               ing to our speaker, Pati Kachel. Thank you to all who helped us 
                                                                 set up, serve, and clean up!  It was a wonderful fellowship 
                                                                   time.  Also, a very special THANK YOU to Shirley Bjork, 
                                                                     who donated a quilt for us to raffle for a fundraiser. It was 
                                                                       very exciting when the name we drew, happened to be 
                                                                         Shirley's niece, that lives in Colorado!!   

                                                                    Be sure to mark your calendar for November 24th, for  our 
                                                       annual Thanksgiving Potluck.  It will be following Worship, and 
                                            bread, dessert and beverages will be provided. Names starting with A-I 
                               bring salad, and J-Z bring main dish.  

We are also available to give rides to church on Sunday. If you are in need of a ride, you can contact 
Lyle Crider at 952-496-0822, and he will make sure someone will pick you up. 

Your Deacons are as follows:  Mary Wolfe, Carol Balvance, Letty Loggers, Harriet Volding, Lyle Crider, 
Jim Perry, Kathy Vanoni, Rose Schmitz, and Verneil Ewert. 

Blessings to you all!  



As the sun is coming up, Dave Willemssen’s 

sweeping the leaves away from the back door. 

I have swept away your offenses like a cloud, 
your sins like the morning mist.  

Return to me, for I have redeemed you.”  
Isaiah 44:22 






