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I love to do the work required to preach a sermon.  Leaning in to the Bible passages is wonderful! As 

I look towards the scriptures for my July sermons, I am struck that these stories, like summertime, 

both take us back to the familiar and open up new possibilities.  The Reverend Dr. Jim Brasel is 

guest preaching on June 7th ; here are the passages I will explore and proclaim the following Sun-

days:   

July 14th:  Luke 10:25-37. The Parable of the Good Samaritan always challenges me to notice others 

around me.  The truth is, I can identify with all who walk past the man injured on the road. I can jus-

tify not stopping because it might not be safe, because I am late and someone else is waiting, be-

cause I don’t want to get involved.  The first one is a good choice for a solo older woman, the second 

I am being thoughtful to the person who is waiting for me. . . but honestly, I have trouble with the 

third choice.  I’ll wrestle with the implications of being God’s people in a hurting world, as we hear 

again the story of the person who stopped and cared. 

July 21st:  Luke 10:38-42.  I love the two stories of Jesus’ encounters with his friends, Mary and 

Martha. (The other story of their friendship with Jesus is in the Gospel according to John, chapter 

11, involving their brother Lazarus.)  I used to think Mary had figured out a way to just enjoy the 

company, leaving Martha to do the work.  But when I went to this story again, as I prepared to 

preach my mother’s funeral 20 years ago, I found a much richer story that is important to both wom-

en and men. 

July 28: Luke 11:1-13.  We pray the Lord’s Prayer so often, we may not even hear the words we re-

cite out loud.  But I am always grateful for this prayer when praying with someone who is nervous 

about using their own words to pray.  This one pulls us into the essentials of being with God!  And in 

this Gospel reading, Luke follows with a story of perseverance in prayer.  Like walking by someone 

in pain, like figuring out how to practice hospitality when there are other ways to use my time, Jesus 

teaching us both how to pray and why we pray is essential for us who seek to grow in our faithful-

ness to God.  

If you will be in worship, I invite you to read the Gospel passage ahead of time, and consider how 

the story challenges you.  Then come, worship with us, and put your challenge next to my sermon 

focus. It’s a terrific way to engage the Bible.  If you will be out of town, or are not able to join us for 

any other reason, I also encourage you to read the Gospel story, and take time to think about what it 

means to you and what you would like other people to think about.  Then let me know!   

May you appreciate and enjoy the warmth of the summer, the challenge of the humidity, and the gift 

of any time you take to just enjoy each day.  And please continue to pray for the church leadership, 

as we stay open to discerning God’s intentions for the future of this congregation. 

Blessings, 



May minutes 





July 3 Pat Zwart 

July 4 Mary Jane Rockwell  

July 9 Mary Etta Shriner 

July 10 Jan Oliverson 
 Betty Hvidsten 
 Tom Mast 

July 14 Lynn Loewing 
 Tim Underwood 

July 19 Lyle Crider 

July 22 Richard Allison  

 
Pat Zwart – Sindy Huth – Jane Rockwell 

Roberta Crider – Brenda Machecak 
Betty Snyder – Steven Beeney – Betty Engel 

Dorothy Herrgott – Ken Luhring 
Jerry Frank – Karen Krueger – Shirley Bjork 

Andrew Pierson – JoAnn 
Roger Ackerman –Taylor Myhre 

Steve Haeg – Dick Olin 
Gaylen Case – Maggie Dean – Linda Brooks 

Bruce Loftness – Ray Taylor 

*If you would like to be removed from the Prayers of the People list 
or know of someone who should be,  please let the office know. 

July 7July 7  
Ruth Wittek 

July 14July 14  
Loren & Mary Wolfe 

July 21July 21  
Tony Worrell 

July 28July 28  
Pat Zwart 

PRAY FOR OUR FAMILIESPRAY FOR OUR FAMILIES 

Prayers of the People 



NEWS 

We hope you are all enjoying this beautiful summer weather!  The Deacons have a little summer 
"down" time - from planning church life activities.  We continue to do visitation and give rides. Be 
sure to let us know if you or anyone you know would like a visit or need a ride. 

Also, be sure to put a few dates on your calendar for the fall: 

September 8th - Rally Day 

October 12th  -  Women's Tea  (more info to come later) 

If you are able to help in our church nursery, please call Rose Schmitz, 612-670-6309   (We can al-
ways use help!!) 

Your Deacons are as follows: 

Mary Wolfe, Carol Balvance, Letty Loggers, Harriet Volding, Lyle Crider, Jim Perry, Kathy Vanoni, 
Rose Schmitz, and Verneil Ewert. 



To All the Dear Members of 

First Presbyterian~ 

Thank you all for the cards and con-

cerns expressed to me with my 

arm injury and surgeries. So much care 

and kindnesses from you dear friends. 

God bless all of you. 

Love, Roberta Crider 

Correction from 

June Newsletter: 

Anthony Underwood 
Son of Martin & Kristine Underwood 

Graduated from 

The University of 

North Dakota 

Church Events 

 July 8
th
  Game Day 

 9:30am (FH) 

 July 10
th
  Women’s Bible Study 

 2:00pm (FH) 

 July 18
th
 Session Meeting 

 6:30pm (SS1) 




