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Celebrating, Serving, Loving & Growing Celebrating, Serving, Loving & Growing with God with God and Each Other and Each Other   



I began as your transitional pastor four months ago, with the understanding that one of my primary re-

sponsibilities is to work with the Session as it carefully considers the future of this church, both what its future 

might be and how to move in that direction.  The first Session conversation we had was around part of the first 

ordination question for elders and deacons, “Do you trust Jesus?”  The second conversation began discussing 

the statement in the Presbyterian Book of Order, that elders on our Session “are not simply to reflect the will of 

the people, but rather to seek together to find and represent the will of Christ.” 

During the May Session meeting, we began a process of spiritual discernment, that will help us seek 

together to be open to the will of Christ for this church, and to represent it as we make decisions regarding the 

future of the church.  Spiritual discernment is the practice of being open to God’s intentions, allowing us to 

more closely discern the will of God, and not to just make our own plans.  As the Session moves forward, eve-

rything we do and talk about will be part of the process of discerning God’s intentions.  Spiritual discernment 

always begins, is grounded in, and ends with prayer, always attentive to what God desires and how we can be 

open to that. 

As the pastor, I am Moderator of the Session, but as we meet, discuss and vote, I am one elder 

(“teaching elder”) among all the elders (First Presbyterian has seven “ruling elders”).   As I pray for this 

church and to be faithful in my leadership, these seven other elders are also called to be in prayer for this 

church and that they would be faithful.  When we come together as a Session, we believe the Spirit is active in 

our work, as we ask God to be with us (prayer), listen to each other, and make decisions.  No one, including 

the pastor, can make decisions for the church without this process and the approval of the Session as a whole.   

To encourage each of us on the Session in our own prayer life and awareness of the Spirit, I am meet-

ing individually with each ruling elder each month, to be a spiritual guide/encourager.  It’s a gift to pray with 

each ruling elder, getting to know her/him better, as we share this journey together. 

And we need your prayers and support!  I ask each of you to please pray regularly for the Session as a 

whole, and for each member of Session:  LuAnn Amberson, Gene Chapman, Roberta Crider, Jan Oliverson, 

Rene’ Vanoni, Gary Volding, Loren Wolfe, and for me as your pastor.  The work we are doing, the conversa-

tions we are having, the decisions we will have to make in the next year, must be carefully wrapped in prayer – 

yours and ours!  As the Session does our work, the work of the congregation is to pray for us.   

No decisions are being made yet.  We are grateful to have the Administrative Commission of the Pres-

bytery (three pastors and two ruling elders of five other Presbyterian churches) working alongside us: asking 

questions, collecting data, bringing their insights and experiences, and also their prayers for us as we move 

forward.  In the months ahead, we will keep you informed, and ask for your input.  Right now, we ask that you 

hold us in prayer, as we seek to hear God’s intentions for this church.   

 

Blessings, 





Worship Attendance: 

April 7, 2019: Worship - 68 Communion Participants - 45 

April 14, 2019: Worship - 76 Palm Sunday 

April 18, 2019: Worship - 48 Maundy Thursday 

April 21, 2019: Worship - 108 Easter Sunday 

April 28, 2019: Worship - 56 

 



June 6 – Richard Olin 
June 7 – Marty Underwood 
June 9 – Josh Theis 
             Arlo Schmit 

June 12 – Betty Engel 
June 14 – Sue Sergeant 
June 29 – Betty Snyder 
June 30 – Thomas Laridaen 

PRAY FOR OUR PRAY FOR OUR 
FAMILIESFAMILIES  

June 2June 2  
Michael & Cindy Volkart 

June 9June 9  
Craig & Kelly Whitney 

Darin & Ryan 

June 16June 16  
James & Marlis Whitney 

June 23June 23  
Dave & Barb Willemssen 

June 30June 30  
Joy Winter 

Pat Zwart – Sindy Huth – Jane Rockwell 
Betty Snyder – Steven Beeney 
Betty Engel – Dorothy Herrgott  

Jerry Frank – Karen Krueger - Steve Haeg 
Roger Ackerman – Brenda Machecak  

Shirley Bjork – Gaylen Case – Ken Luhring 
Roberta Crider – Linda Brooks – JoAnn Kruger 

Maggie Dean – Bruce Loftness 
Taylor Myhre – Andrew Pierson 

*If you would like to be removed from the Prayers of the People list or know of 
someone who should be,  please let the office know. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 



Hunter Loftness 
Chaska High School 

Grandson of Dave & Mary Loftness 
Austin Myhre 

University of Minnesota - Duluth 

Son of Todd & Amy Myhre 
Grandson of Don & Alice Larson 

Jonathan Pierson 
University of Wisconsin - LaCrosse 

Son of Jeff & Stephany Pierson 
Grandson of Loren & Mary Wolfe 

Anna Taylor 
Holy Family High School 

Son of Jason & Gina Taylor 
Grandson of Ray & Sue Taylor 

Rachel Theis 
Shakopee High School 

Daughter of Scott & Merry Theis 

Anthony Underwood 
Shakopee High School 

Son of Martin & Kristine Underwood 

Darin Whitney 
Shakopee High School 

Son of Craig & Kelly Whitney 
Grandson of Jim & Marlis Whitney 

CHURCH EVENTS 

 June 5 W&F Committee Mtg 
  6:30 pm (FH)  

 June 6 Admin Committee Mtg 
  11:00 am (FH)  

  M&O Committee Mtg 
  1:30 pm (FH)  

 June 10 Game Day 
  9:30 am (FH)  

 June 11 Deacons Meeting  
  10:00 am (FH)  

 June 12 Women’s Bible Study 
  2:00 pm (FH)  

 June 20 Session Meeting 
  6:30 pm (SS1)  



My sincere 
thank you to 
the many 
First Presby-
terian Church 
members who 

sent prayers 
and cards during 

my foot surgery. I look forward to 
getting around within a couple 
months. 

With appreciation, 

Linda Brooks 

This was a submission from Rose Schmitz: 

Enter „66‟, the number of books in the bible. 

Add „13‟, the number of Paul‟s books in the 
New Testament. 

Add „7‟, the number of churches in Asia Minor. 

Multiply by „3‟, the Trinity. 

Multiply by „12‟, the number of tribes in Israel. 

Multiply by „12‟, for the number of apostles sent 
forth to preach the gospel. 

Add „666‟, for the “best of Revelations.” 

Turn upside down and read answer! 

Do you care about homelessness in Scott Country, and are wondering how our church might be 

part of a response?  We’ve been invited to a Congregation Forum on Supportive Housing, spon-

sored by Beacon Interfaith Housing Collaborative, on June 26th, 7:00 – 8:30 pm, at Cross of Peace 

Lutheran Church, 1506 Wood Duck Trail, Shakopee.  Shepherd of the Hill Presbyterian Church, 

Chaska, has been very involved with a ministry sponsored by Beacon, and I am planning on going 

to this event on June 26th to learn more.  Please let me know if you would like to join me!  You can 

learn more about Beacon and/or register for this event at www.beaconinterfaith.org/events 

                                            Pastor Barbara Anne -  bakeely@msn.com  



NEWS 

The Deacons have been active again this month. We have been visiting those who are home-
bound, in the hospital and rehab, attending our committee meetings, and planning events.   

The most recent, planned along with the Worship and Christian Ed committee, was our farewell 
party for Adaobi on May 19th. A wonderful send off was given by Edie Cook at the end of the ser-
vice. She gave a synopsis of Adaobi's 2 years here with us, and we presented her with a gift.  A de-
licious potluck followed, with many in attendance. 

During the May 19th Worship service, we also recognized all our Christian Education teachers and 
music person: Betty  Hvidsten, Rose Schmitz, Jan Oliverson, Ray Kruger,  Adaobi Nduka, and Pastor 
Barbara Anne Keeley. We thank them for all they do! 

Remember that we are also available to give rides to church on Sunday. If you are in need of a 
ride, you can contact Lyle Crider at 952-496-0822, and he will make sure someone will pick you 
up. 

If you are able to help in our church nursery, please call Rose Schmitz, 612-670-6309   (We can al-
ways use help!!) 

Your Deacons are as follows:  Mary Wolfe, Carol Balvance, Letty Loggers, Harriet Volding, Lyle 
Crider, Jim Perry, Kathy Vanoni, Rose Schmitz, and Verneil Ewert. 


